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A study was conducted by the Clergy and Laity in the Northern Peninsula Diocese of West 

Malaysia to examine the role of theological, cultural, and mobilising lay readers in the 

context of Indian cultural funerals. 

 

 

Collaborating with the Provincial Liturgical Committee and Diocesan Tamil and Allied Work 

of the Diocese of West Malaysia. 
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Forward. 

 
 
In 2019, the Province of South East Asia created a Pastoral Book through its Provincial 

Liturgical Committee. The book was designed to cover various forms and cultural settings 

across different communities within the Province. It includes Orders of Service that are unique 

to South East Asia and are shared by different dioceses. The purpose of the book is to provide 

a pastoral service for the Province that is inclusive of the diversity of its communities. 

 

The book serves as a reference point for churches that may not have any other service format 

available in English. Each provincial diocese should examine these pastoral services and adapt 

them to their own communities. To this end, the Tamil Clergy from the Northern Peninsula 

Diocese met and studied the Funeral service orders. Lay Readers, Lay Leaders, and Clergy from 

the two Archdeaconries came together for a one-day seminar to discuss this topic. Many 

questions were raised, and the discussions helped to some extent to edify the participants. 

However, it is hoped that this will be an ongoing seminar so that the leaders can stay in touch 

with the needs of their congregations. This was the first attempt and proved valuable to both 

the Laity and Clergy. 

 

 

B i s h o p  C h a r l e s  S a m u e l   
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Theo lo gy o f  Death and Gr ief  

Understanding the Christian perspective of death and grief  

 

• Introduction: What is death? 

- Biologically: 

- In society:  

- Spiritually:  

- Psychologically:  

- Emotionally: 

 

• Factors that guide our Christian Understanding about life and death 

- Life is a gift  

- We are created in the image of God 

- death is an anomaly caused by separation from God 

- death and suffering “currently” inevitable  

- death is the final enemy, but defeated by Jesus on the cross 

- Life after death 

 

• Some Old Testament Perspectives 

- Introduction to death in the Bible: Genesis 2:17: “You shall surely die.” 

- Sin and death: Genesis 4:10 “The Blood of Abel Cried” 

- Blessing of long life: Proverbs 19:16: “Whoever keeps the commandments keeps their 

life..” 
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- The Lord of the Living: Exodus 3:15 “ I am, The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” 

- I will see God: Job 19:25-27 “And after my skin has been destroyed, 

    Yet in my flesh, I will see God.” 

 

The Christian Answer to Death (The New Testament) 

 

Jesus the Resurrection and Life: John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life..” 

- Spiritual death is overturned (Ephesians 2:5, “made us alive with Christ when we were 

dead in transgressions.” 

- Physical death will be answered with resurrection and eternal life (Rev 21:4) 

- Justice in the Coming Kingdom of God 

- Blessings of eternal life; the Good News 

- Curse is removed, atoned (Galatians 3:13) 

 

Christian Groaning with suffering and death (Grief) 

- Introduction to grief: 

- Mourning the death Ezekiel 27:30-32 “in their wailing they raise a lament for you.” 

- Jesus Wept in John 11:35 

- grief: the groan of the creation (Romans 8:22-23) 

- Hope: the future glory (Romans 8:18) 

 

Conclusion 

- death and suffering are inevitable now on earth, and Christians must not avoid but be 

prepared for death 
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-  We have life in Christ here on earth and in the life after death 

- Grief is a necessary process, but soothed with the hope for future glory  

 

Questions for discussion 

 

1. What is your understanding of life and death? Justify your view from a Christian 

perspective.  

2. Is death natural? Discuss 

3. Mourning is in the Bible. Therefore, how should we mourn as Christians? What 

should our mourning process be? 

4. Creation is good for us to enjoy, but sin entered and brought death. Jesus overcame 

death and gave us a new life. There is this process of life that we need to understand. 

What is our Indian understanding of life? * 

5. Stillborn child- has the child sinned? What are the rites for funerals? * 

6. What is the Christian teaching of the soul? * 

7. How can we use the lecture notes and write a simple wake-service sermon? * 

 
 
  



 8 

Cultural Practices Around Death and Funeral 

 

“Indian Christians” 

- Identity 

- Our Evangelism Scope 

- There is a need for Indian Christian Churches to know cultural practices around 

death and funeral. 

 

A General View on birth and death  

- Birth 

- Family’s Preparation for welcoming a new birth 

- Death 

- Family’s Preparation to carry out a funeral 

 

The Basic Understanding Between Hindu and Christianity 

- Faith 

- The Creature called Human 

- Death 

- After Death 

 

Similarities and Differences Between Hindu and Indian Christians  

- Wake Service 

- Funeral Service 
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Conclusion 

- To have a better understanding of death and funeral 

- Prevent from becoming so skeptical and judgmental of non-believers’ cultural 

practices. 

- All rituals are done to respect the deceased and share grief with the family 

members. 

- Cultural practices are framed to encourage the family to move forward to their 

ordinary lifestyle.   

- Can provide meaningful wake and funeral services 

- An excellent discernment to differentiate between Biblical truth and People’s 

cultural practices. 

-  Can be functioned as a bridge to bring the Gospel to non-believers 

 

Questions for Indian Churches to Consider  

- What are the contributions of our Indian Christian Churches in death and funeral? 

- How sensitive are Indian Churches towards the emotional breakdown of the family 

and their non-believer relatives? 

- How can our wake and funeral services become an instrument of consolation 

without watering the Christian faith? 

-  

- Other Cultural aspects. 

- We must be clear about the cultural practices we have been observing all these 

times.  

- Identify some of the cultural aspects associated with the process of grief during  

- a. funeral 
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- Crematorium- what is the Indian Christian understanding of the use of fire?  

- Identify why the coffin should be placed on the floor and when it should be placed 

on a stand. 

- What kind of music can we use and sing during funerals? What are our views of loud 

music and firecrackers?  

- Can all the belongings of the dead be placed in the coffin? What is the reason for 

doing this? 

- Can Christians go around the coffin?  

- Can a Covert to Christianity participate in the Hindu funeral rites? 

- Should the leg or head of the coffin go in first? 

-  
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How can the Church empower the Lay Readers to share in the Pastoral 

Services during the wake and funeral service?  

 

Identify what the Leaders can do during the wake, Funeral service and at the cemetery. 

What kind of training should be given to the Lay Readers? 

Identify some of the needs of the Lay Reader for them to carry out their ministry. 

 

1. Lay Readers can prepare those who are on death bed. 

I At death, the Lay Reader can assist in arranging for undertakers and Service Orders. 

II Lay Readers can lead in said prayers at wake and funeral service. Priest says the 

Pastoral Prayer, Sermon, blessing and committal. 

III A Lay Reader can run the whole Funeral Service if no Priest is available. 

2. Training should be included in the Lay Readers course. 

I On-the-job training. 

3. Congregation should be educated to accept the Lay Readers ministry. 

I Lay Readers should be encouraged and empowered by the Priest. 

II Priests should guide the Lay Reader in what they are licensed to do. 
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Use of lay Readers  

1. Identify what the Leaders can do during the wake, Funeral service and at the 

cemetery. 

2. What kind of training should be given to the Lay Readers? 

3. Identify some of the needs of the Lay Reader for them to carry out their ministry. 
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Liturgical Services & Non-Liturgical Services – Funeral 

 

Definition:  

A form or formulary according to which public religious worship, especially Christian Worship, 

is conducted. 

We say “The Liturgy of the Anglican Church” or ‘The Liturgy for Funeral Service.” 

 

What is the difference between liturgical and non-liturgical? 

Liturgical worship follows a rigid structure, with a certain order, specific words and 

particular prayers. Non-liturgical and informal worship are not structured and may involve a 

range of Bible readings, prayers and reflections. 

 

What is a liturgical funeral? 

The funeral liturgy is the central liturgical celebration of the Christian community for the 

deceased. When one of its members dies, the Church encourages the celebration of the 

funeral liturgy at a Service. The community gathers with family and friends to praise God for 

Christ's victory over sin and death. 

 

What are the similarities and differences between liturgical and non-liturgical worship? 

Liturgical worship involves set patterns of worship led by a priest or minister. The 

congregation respond to the person conducting the service using set words from a book or 
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order of service. In non-liturgical worship, there is no fixed pattern, and it is more 

spontaneous. 

 

Sample Funeral Service Order 

1. Scripture Sentences  

2. Hymn / Song 

3. Congregational Prayer 

4. Ministry of the Word (one or two readings) 

5. Eulogy (New Addition – Not there in earlier days) 

6. Sermon 

7. Hymn / Song 

8. Ministry of Prayer 

9. The Last Respect 

10. Commendation & Congregation to Respond “Amen” 

11. The Blessing  

Liturgical and non-Liturgical  

 

Questions to ponder 

1 How necessary is reading the bible verses about life and death before the funeral 

service? Who can read it? 

2 Should the ashes of death be buried/ spread in the river or seas? 

3 Should the apostle creed and the confessions be said during the service? 

4 Paying last respects- Should the coffin be in the Church for the last respects or be at 

the back of the church?   

5 When should the eulogy be said, and why 
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Order of Services in the Provincial Prayer Book. 

The different pastoral service orders consistently express the Church’s care and attention 

for those who have lost their loved ones and how they remember with thanksgiving the 

loves they no longer love and see.  The different services demonstrate how much care and 

empathy must be offered to care for families. Each service is essential and timely for the 

occasion and deserves a proper, relevant and meaningful expression in worship and 

ministry within our cultural settings. The prayers are adopted from the Common Worship 

and adapted to suit the cultures of our Province. Therefore, it is necessary that as a Tamil 

community within the province, we need to find the correct expressions within our culture 

to meet the needs of our congregation.  

 

Pastoral introduction. 

All of creation belongs to the Lord, who is the creator and sustainer of life in all its 

fullness. God has given us life, and our lives are precious to Him. As Christians, we 

believe in life after death, anchored in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Through Christ, we receive new life after death. 

Even with such faith and assurance, there is still a sense of loss at the death of a loved 

one. The immediate family, the church and the larger community feel the loss. 

Gathering God’s people during these moments will help the family cope with their loss.  

Each of us has our own stories and experiences to relate to life and death with different 

memories and feelings of love, grief, and respect.  

It is necessary to affirm these experiences during the service to express and affirm our 

faith and feelings as we bid farewell to one whom we no longer love and see. It is good 

to mourn, cry, acknowledge our loss and sorrow and reflect our mortality.  

It is important to extend our support, consolation, and empathy to the family and loved 

ones who are mourning. Our presence with them can be a continuing source of comfort 

during this difficult time. The wake service and memorial services are pastoral 
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extensions of the Christian community, designed to provide the bereaved family with 

the necessary support to help them cope with their loss. 

 

Listed below are the different services that may occur when a funeral occurs. A brief 

description of the service is given.  

1. Wake Services:  

The wake service is a service before the funeral service. They may keep the body for 1-4 

days. It is often the case when they are waiting for a loved one to return from overseas or 

for other special reasons, which the family and the Vicar will determine.  The wake service 

is to say prayers and sing songs of comfort for the family. It will be a good time to give a 

Eulogy or to say a few in remembrance of the faithful departed.  

This is when the close friends and family of the deceased gather to pay their respects to 

the loved ones. For the Indian family, gathering after the funeral and burial service in the 

bereaved home becomes necessary to continue to extend prayers and fill the house with 

people so that the family will not feel abandoned. This will usually be followed with a 

vegetarian meal.  

1 Wake Service Day: I 

2 Wake Service Day: 2 

3 Wake Service Day 3 

4 Wake Service Day 4 

2. Encoffining  

It is a process of cleaning, dressing and preparing the deceased’s remains for burial. 

The funeral director and some close relatives will usually do this. After the process, 

the body will be placed in a casket. Prayers will be offered to the deceased and the 

family at this time. This will be an emotional moment for the family.  

Funeral and Committal Service. (Burial and Cremation) 
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Within The Anglican Church of the Province of South East Asia, funeral and burial 

orders of service have been prescribed. This service has been translated into Tamil 

and should be widely used.  

3. Funeral service for a Child (Burial and Cremation) 

The church recognises the need for particular pastoral care for the parents and 

families of children dying near the time of birth. i.e. stillbirth and neonatal death.  

This is a full service to acknowledge the loss and need for space and proper words 

for mourning as much as it is essential for the death of any person. It is to mark the 

end of another life with reverence and thanksgiving.  

Those who conduct such services will need to be loving and sensitive in using the texts 

as tools at their disposal in giving pastoral help, talking with parents about which 

prayers they mainly identify with, discovering if there is a name by which parents know 

their child, facing with them the definiteness of death which such a service marks. No 

apology is needed for meeting the theological questions because pastoral help cannot 

realistically be given based on a general lovingness with doubts or a bad conscience 

about the words used, but only based on a clear faith in our dead and risen Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. 

4. Collection and administration of Ashes and interment at the Columbarium  

The interment of ashes is a service that occurs once the cremation is over. 

This could be the next day or a few days later.  During the interment of 

ashes ceremony, the ashes are collected, placed in an urn, and later 

buried in a permanent location. This could be in a cemetery plot or a 

columbarium. Family and friends gather at the site on the day of 

interment. The burial rites can be performed by a Clergy or Lay Reader. 

Eulogies, prayers, and poems are customarily read in the interment 

service. Cremation urns can be stored in a columbarium, now available 

in some cemeteries. A columbarium is similar to a mausoleum but is 

designed for storing urns.  
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5 Interment of Ashes at Sea  

Ashes may be buried at sea from the water’s edge, ship, or passenger boat. In the 

interest of ecology, plastic disposal into the sea is to be avoided. If the ashes are 

contained in a watertight urn or other container, measures must be taken to 

prevent floatation. This may include making holes in the side of the container so 

that air may be replaced with water and adding weights to cause it to sink.  

 

6 The unveiling of a memorial Tombstone.  

The location where a loved one rests in peace can serve as a focal point for a 

family's grieving process, and a means to keep the memory of the departed loved 

one alive. The memorial stone at the site can be a tangible reminder of the 

person's life and legacy. The unveiling of a monument tombstone can bring the 

family together and reinforce their bonds, symbolising the enduring connection 

between all those who have passed away before us. 

7 Memorial service  

After one month from the day of the funeral, the family usually invites their loved 

ones, relatives, friends and church members to attend a Memorial Service. This 

service is held to express gratitude for the life and witness of the deceased and to 

strengthen the bond of fellowship among the attendees. The Memorial Service is 

followed by a meal, during which the family expresses their gratitude for the love 

and comfort they have received from their friends. This event serves as a reminder 

that the family is not forgotten, even after the funeral. 

8  Annual Memorial Service 

In the Indian community, the annual memorial service is considered an essential 

event in the family's life. The service is a time to remember and pay tribute to 

one’s unique life. This is a time when special songs are sung, and special thoughts 

and memories are rekindled about the loved one. It is a time for caring and 

sharing during difficult times, sharing the pain and sadness of the grieving family 

and pointing them to find strength and hope for the future. 

It offers a sense of closure as much as it is difficult to accept. A memorial service 

provides a clear understanding of closure to the grieving process. Of course, one 
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will never forget the loved ones; they will hold a place in their heart forever. 

Finally, it is a time to celebrate life and thank God. This is your chance to put your 

loved one’s life in the spotlight and celebrate their distinctive personality.  

 

 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, there can never be a time when a loved one will ever be forgotten. 

The services are a way to extend pastoral care and support to the family and to 

ensure that the church will remember them and give thanks to God for their life 

and witness.  
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Funeral Song List 
 

 

1.Aaruthalin Deivame 

2.Appa Naan Ummai Paarkiren 

3.Azhagaai nirkkum yaar ivargal 

4.Deva Pitha Enthan Meippen Allo 

5.Devane naan umathandaiyil 

6.En Inba Thunba Neram 

7.En meetpar uyirodu kaiyile 

8.Ennai marava yesu natha 

9.Entha Kaalathilum Entha Nerathilum 

10.Idaivida Nandri Umakku Thane 

11.Inba Yesu Rajavai Naan Paarthal 

12.Kakkum deivam yesu iruka 

13.Kalangathe Kalangathe Karthar 

14.Karthar Mel Barathai 

15.Maravaamal ninaitheeraiya 

16.Neer Illatha Naalellam 

17.Oru Thai Thetruvathu Pol En 

18.Paralogame En Sonthame 

19.Thirupatham nambi van then 

20. Thollai Kashtangal Soolthidum 

21.Um Prasannam Nadi Vandean 

22.Yesu Alaikirar Yesu Alaikirar 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PARTICIPANTS AND OTHER RELEVANT ISSUES. 

Understanding of Cultural aspects. 

1 We need to be clear about the cultural practices that we have been observing all  

these times.  

2 Identify some of the cultural aspects associated with the process of grief during  

funeral 

3 Crematorium- what is the Indian Christian understanding of the use of fire?  

4 Identify reasons why the coffin be placed on the floor in Indian culture and when it 

should be placed on a stand in Christian practice. 

5 What kind of music can we use and sing during funerals? What are our views of  

loud music and firecrackers?  

6 Can all the belongings of the dead be placed in the coffin? What is the reason for 

doing this? 

7 Can Christians go around the coffin?  

8 Can a Covert to Christianity participate in the Hindu funeral rites? 

9 Should the leg or head of the coffin go in first?  

 

Theology of death and grief.  

1. Creation is good for us to enjoy. But sin entered sin brought death. Jesus  

overcame death and a new life. There is this process of life. We need to understand 

the process of life. What is our Indian understanding of life? 

2. Stillborn child – Has the child sinned? What are the rites for funerals? 

3. What is the Christian teaching of the soul?  

4. How can we use the lecture notes and write a simple wake-service sermon? 

Liturgical and non-Liturgical  

1. How necessary is reading the bible verses about life and death before the funeral 

service? Who can read it? 

2. Should the ashes of death be buried/ spread in the river or seas? 

3. Should the apostle creed and the confessions be said during the service? 
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4. Paying last respects- Should the coffin be in the Church for the last respects or  

be at the back of the church? 

5. When should the eulogy be said, and why 

 

Use of lay Readers  

1. Identify what the Leaders can do during the wake, Funeral service and at the 

cemetery. 

2. What kind of training should be given to the Lay Readers? 

3. Identify some of the needs of the Lay Reader for them to carry out their ministry. 
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