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LENT 2021

What is Lent?

The word 6Lent 6 ori guadt a greGddekoard
6 essawhkobt ed8 the oOfortiethd day

i s s prilregng8éman n(lderrnt Betéh)in the earlyears of the
Church it was confined to a few days beforeBtasteithe Fourth Century it
was extended to forty days before Easter, a period associated with the fort
and nights that Jesus spent fasting in the desert just after hisnbaptsith.
observed for this duration today.

When is Lent?

Ash Wednesdhgralds the start of the season of Lent. There are six Sunday
Lent, all of which ardiniggiished as celebrations of the Resurrection on whic
Christians feast. Six days are added to complete the original forty days
season.

Why Lent?

The main purpose of Lent is to enrich our awareness of the death and resur
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps the individudl, |Etté&sdwill assist us in
appreciating the significafités mission.

Listening & earning

Lent is primarily about our walk with theol@sten, to learn, to obey and to be
encouraged by his holy Word. For 2021, our Lenten reflection is taken from
ThessaloniarEiese two epistles were written by the Apostle Paul to the new Ch
in Thessalonica arouneb31A.D. They were written to urge the believers to stan
firm in the Lord despite troubles, trials and tribulations. There a#d alitygether
devotions this booklet, 42 of which will focus on 1 and 2 Thessalonians, anc
other five devotions on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Se
and Easter. May God the Holy Spirit, our divine Teacher and Counsellor, bless
yourefleeint hi s year 6s Lenten devotional


http://christianity.about.com/od/holidaytips/qt/whatisashwednes.htm

Examination

Lent is a contemplative preparat:.
therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent b
examination and repentance; by pesyieg find selfe n iLiautgy ai Ash
WednesdayBook of Common Prayer

Needs

In a time of a great disruption causieeldmgoing and unwelcomed @8vid
pandemic, Lent is an appropriate season to express Christianigompassi
actioninresps e to Divine | ove. Yealhssag
and we placed coins and notes we saved from meals and phedgas.into

At the end of the season, we gave the total collection from the congregat
charity. What is importaatiabent is not so much the jars, but the cultivation ¢
compassionate heantst just for a season, but throughout our lives.

Thanksgiving

Lent imlsoa time of Thanksgiving. First, and above all, our Thanks to the Lor
the blessings loélonging to him. If not for his grace, there will be no convers
no abundant | i fe, no forgiveness
Lord for your incomparable | ove, ¢

| wish to express my gratitudetbe alriters ofisthenten meditation. Many of
the writerBavebeen writindevotiongnnualljrom the time | was given the
responsilijito produgeAt fhe Foot of the Cios2018. They wrote devotions
after devotions with gracious dedicatioh ti@irt hearts of love for God, they
shared their rich and edifying experiences. | wish to mention my deep appre
to Bishop Moon Hing, whose support for the project is unquestionable.

Finally, let me express my thanks to a team of volunteers who helped edit
yearly Lenten devotions. They are Edward Clayton, Esther Richards, .
Kandalis, Judi Cheah, Philia Hatia, Deaconess Ruth, Satkunamary Gnanakk
the Reverend.Dijendr@ a n iTheadnk fiy ou nd@ deam! &di t

Eddie Ong



February 17, 2021 Thessalonians 1:1 Ash Wednesday
YOU BELONG TO GOD

fPaul, Silaand Timothy: To the church of the ThessaildB@hs
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.
(1 Thessalonians 1:1)

Written by the Apostle Raud on behalf of his missionary assistants Sila:
and Timoththe opening verse of 1 Thessalonianse$:igghope in the
midst ofthe ongoing OVIB19 pandemichis epistle wasrittento
encourage therethrerto stay firm. Date adversitiepersecution and
rejection Paul reminded tA&essalonian Christidhat they hadn
immensely powegntl invisibkdly supporting, sustaining and safeguarding
them, and thinvinciblgllywasn o n e o Gtdehe Fathér ana theéLord
JesusChrigt (v. 1). Men may reject the

Pauhelpedhento understand thiladir spiritual statusimmndGod(NIV)
andth t beloegyto Gid ( tNrbugh Jesys.1) This knowledge is
significant.hbse who belong to God are loved byH@gdarprecious in

his sighfor they are his chosen pecofibey are givdrs promised
goodnesgracand mercy. Their lives, livelihood and future are in the mig
handg oftheirGodand héooks after whatis!

To belong to God however does not mean that they will naiubiegrgo
tribulations and trials. Rdnd wapesonally called by God to Macedonia,
had himselfto facemanyafflictions, agesand adversiti€é2 Corinthians
112427). However, in the midstlahesérialstroubles, tribulations and
evendeath the Lord God stays withchosen onesd walkssthrough

the fire, the flood and the plagues. We are his. He has addpsed us a
children antassaved us though the precious blood of Christ at€alvary
gave us the gifttbeHoly Spirit thaewnay calbod AnAbba Fat
promised us that he will never leave nor fonsalkeillbe evessue us a
Ageut cl auseo éa@mmlywe bel ong to h



The knowledge thee alwayselong to God is comfarfiingough this
knowledgef belongg,wewillexperienchis6 gr ac e aevenpe a
asweare surrounded by many anxieties andedconmegandemic

Ponder

As we begin Lent, let us reflect on the goodness and mercy of God, ar
response to him. While Gseddken great trouble, sacrifices and loving effort
to receivgouas hisown how have yoasponded to him in this season of
your life? Are you eternally grateful to him or are ygautakand for
granted? Are you truly worshigipirdailyIsthere an awarenassouhat

the Lord is present in your home and wanting to hear your concerns of th
Are you listening to him through his Scripture, the daily Word of God or a
doing your own thing without even chatting with him in prayer?

Promise
Al will see the goodness Lorffbe&od
good couragand he shall strengthen your heart; Wait, | sayLom the . 0
(Psalm 27:114)

Prayer

fAImighty and everlasting @mdhate nothing ywave madand forgive the
sins of all who are penitent: create and make in us new and cothiate heart
we, worthily lamenting ourasidsacknowledging our wretchedness, may obtail
of you, the God of all m@esfect remission and forgivetmeagih Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, f

andeved. ( Col |l ect for Ash Wednesday)
O NONTI—To—

Article by the Venerable Eddie OngG¥itaal of the Diocese (November 2020 to
January 2021) and Archdeacon@piee Central Archdeaconry. Eddie is also the
Vi car of St Gabrields Church, Kual a



February 18, 2021 Thessaloniahs$23

Faith, love and hope

Ve always thank God for all @ngbaontinually mention you in our
prayers. Wemember before our God and Katlrewvork produced
by faith, your labour prompted byaholgour endurance inspired by
hopen our Lord Jesus Chrigt (1 Thessalonians-2)2

Do you sometimes feel burdened andaukadoy the work that the Lord has called
you to? Instead of hopeful, you may be feeling hopeless; and instead of faith, yt
be feeling fear. In this letter, St Paul writes to a community of believers who
probably relate to the emotions that yaiferling. The Christians in Thessalonica
were at the time facing persecution. Paul, impressed by their faithfulness, af
them for their work produced by faith, labour prompted by love, and endurance i
by hope in Jesus Christ.

While we may fiate the same type of challenges as the church in Thessalonica,
can take comfort in Paulds timel ess

Firstly, we can have faith in a God who is always faithful, even when we lack
God 6 s c loasistant, aridsrpromises ace true. As we put our faith in God,
we can know that our foundathom iis secure. What we believe informs how we
behave. And as we continue to put ouhinugkican transform our beliefs so that
we begin to see @mlves the wadg sees us.

Secondly, we can continue to labour in love as the Spirit enables us. Paul us
word Ol abourdéd to describe the work
toil, or even brokenness that comes when you love someone deeply. You me
boken by the events of the worl d, 0
kingdom is that God can do more with broken hearts than with mighty hands.
34 reminds us that the Lord is closebtokbehearted anshves the crushed in
spiri. We can know tluge anghare it with others today.



Finally, we can remain steadfast as we persevere with hope. As we look towards
Sunday, we have the assurance that Jesus won over death. And because we
seen victory in the future, we do not need to worry. Without hope, pain and sL
mightd el | i ke the end. Wi th hope, suff
have the final word. As we ground ourselves in the hope of the resurrection, v
take comfort that in Christ we have the victory. As we fix our focus on Jesus, V
cortinue to followim, to run the race marked out for us, and to be transformed m
and more inhis likeness.

Ponder

How can | have a faith that empowers me for today, a hope that strengthens
tomorrow, and a love that makes it more than me?

Promjse

Psalm 34: 18 promi ses udeatted and safies those L
who are crushed in spirito.

Prayer

Jesus, | thank you that through your death and resurrection on the cross we ca
victory. Holy Spinguld you empower me today to live a victorious life. Please sus
me with enduring hope, so that | can share the love of Christ with those around
J es us.Amen.a me

SN

Article by Deaconess Jacintha Cheah of Holy Trinity Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lt
Jacintha is married to the Reverend Abel, and together, they serve as the 5pm
pastors.



February 19, 2021 Thessaloniahst7

Chosen by god

fiFor we know, brothers and sisted by Gothat he has chosen
you,because our gospaine to you not simply with words but also with
powerwith the Holy Spirit andpdeonviction. You khaw we lived
among you for your sadai became imitators @&nasof the Lord, for

you welcomed the message in the midst of severew#hfférang
joygiven by the Holy Sgiritliso,you became a motdedll the believers

in Macedonand Achaia0 (1 Thessalonians-T}

Versed: God loves you very much and has chosen you even before the foundati
the world. He brought younimfamily, alongside brothers and sisters and called yo
his own. This is entifgy doing and an expressidisgure love for you. Paul
provided he reason for our heoadt thafieshncoee i
towards us and has been on our side ever since. Thé Extikea8on and
Spirit, are all actively involved in our salvation and sanctification. We have
adopted to sonship anothing can separate ushi®great love.

Verse 5TheT h e s s adonversion was genuine because the effect was evidel
in their lives. The gospel was believed, lived out and proclaimed with power. The
of that power was the Holy Spietrdpentance comes from the Spirit, who in turr
transforms us towards Christlikeness. Human persuasion will never produce tl
of divine truth. Likewise, God intends to grow you to bkisreoe like convicts

your heart and empowers the chBmgesupernatural work of regeneration is not
your effort but the Holy Spirit, whose very presence reaffirms your calling.

VerseblPaul 6s | ife reflected gospel col
yourself as lord or servant of all? Do gswalo preached? Do you live for your
own, or the sake of others?

Verse 6The church faithfully followed the way of the Apostles and in turn, of C
This included enduring the persecution that came because they believed the ¢
Yet,theydidsoi t h j oy given by the Holy Sp
them. Therefore, consider it pure joy when you too, face trials of many kinds. Fc
been granted to us on behalf of Christ not only to Hhedidwet ialso to suffer for

10



him.Indeed, all who desire to live godly lives will be persecuted. But rejoice be
the suffering will prove the genuineness of your faith; like gold purified through
it may be found to result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus resemts. Our
suffering becomes bearable when it is understood in anticipation of our future s
hope.

Verse 7The Thessaloniéfesth became exemplary, testifying to their election an
the transforming power of the gospel. Equally, your life must display a patt
continuous change as you grow in grace. Your conduct must befit your status, y
in keeping with repenta¥oe. are to walk in a manner worthy of the calling you fir
received.

Ponder

fWeglory in sufferingsowing they produce persevep@rseyerance, character;
and character, hopeped o e s n 6t put us t o has beerme ,
poured out into our hearts through the Holyh8ies been given to Bafmans
5:35)

Promise
fAnd those whama predestinetie also called; thase calledhe also justified;
thosehe justifiedhe also glorifi@dRofans 8:30

Prayey

Heavenly Father, though at times my life is painful and unbearable, | can have
joy powered gur Spirit. Fgou chose me ayal are for me. What matters is who

| am iryou. Make my life a model to others, so that | may be ayaitnpesef

and glory. Amen.

Articleby Ms.LeeSueYee the RegionaNetworlDirectoof Christianitizxplored.
SheilsamembeoftheDiocesaBynodindsitsontheDiocesa®rdinatiomterview
BoardSheworshipatStM a r Gathedrakuald_umpur.
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February 20, 2021 Thessaloniahs310
A MODEL FOR ALL BELIEVERS

T he Lor d@g oun&osnsyaugnet only in Macedonia and
Achaié your faith in God has become known everiméreferae

do not need to say anything alfouttiey themselves report what kind
of reception you gave us. They tell how yoto tGaedom iddds

serve the living and true &udifo wait for his Son from heakiem

he raised from the diddsus, o rescues us from the comingdwrath.
(1 Thessalonians-163

Having good and inspirational models to follow is essential for effective Christial
Lack of exemplary models will lead to stagnatistieof @bowth and witness. This
passage gives us a clear picture of what a good model looks like and the lessc
can learn.

There are three actions taken by the Thessalonian Christians that would qualif
to become model believErstly, the megge was received with the joy given by
the Holy Spidespitesevere suffering (v.6). Persecutions did not stop the joy al
gospel reaching them. They followed thesfobtikieps Christ wio the joy set
before him, endured the csossning its shame (tdalsl22).

Secondly, the message rang out from them not only in Macedonia and Achaia, k
faith in God was known everywhere (v.8). The gospel which came to them with
and deep conviction by the Holy Spirit, was todgdapt to themselves. They

shared their faith all over the country. This was also aided by the strategic loce
the busy seaport of Thessalonica, being at the junction of the great Egnatian Hi

Thirdly, the message resulted in transforhetitmey put their faith in Jesus. They
turned to God from idols, they began to serve the living and true God and they
for the return of the risen Jesus from heaved)(v.9b

The believers in Thessalonica became imitators of Paul and dfubeChasd Je
(v.6a) resulting in them being commended by Paul as a model for all believer
actions seen in the lives of these believers are a great challenge to us. The love
has made it difficult to havéyogguffering. We netedlie to slf and surrender

fully to God so that we can suffer for his sake.

12



Sharing the gospel must be a normal part of the everyday lives of the Thesse
Christians, resulting in the widesp
out our lives as a gtegtimony, practice what we preach and faithfully and regule
share the gospel with love and tact to unbelievers around us.

Ponder

Are our lives being transformed when we became a Christian? Is there a turning
from modern day idols whiclararthing that displaces God as the number one
priority in our lives® we using our time, talents and treasures serving the living :
true God as the Thessalonians did? Their labour was prompted by love (v.3b). |

love of and for God andthe$Hply r i t 6 s power move us
selfcentredness to effective Christian ministry.

Are we |l ooking expectantly for the
world (1 Pet2:11) or are we so entrenched here on earthliatonly for the
temporal? The Thessalonians looked forward and placed their hope in the retur
Lord and thus were able to endure all the persecutions. May their example insp
prompt us to do likewise.

Promise

Jesus promised that wi# never be alone (Matt2820), the Holy Spirit will
empower us to be his withesses @ctad he will surely return (1 dlbagns
4:16 John 14)3

PI‘ayer

Lord, we truly repent and turn to you frorademglayidols Anoint us with your
Holy Spirit to share the gospel and serve you with endurance as we await your
coming. In JesmemeAmen!

ST~

Article by the Rever emnadPailaof €drnerStone Y
Sanctuary, Ipoh. Rev. Yeoh is also a medical doctor.
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February 21, 2021 ThessaloniaBsk2
STRONG OPPOSITION

AYou know, brot her s and sisters
results. We had previogsffered and been treated outrageously in

Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you
his gospel in the face of 2strong

Todaybés reading reminds me of an En
a person who has failed or has been hurt when trying to do something, anc
becomes over cautious and, or fearful, about doing it again. Have you felt like th
the past wounds in ministohurch woskll biting you and hindering you to continue
to serve the Lord?

Thisisnotthe casewithPied.ay s, AWe had previousl
outrageously in Phil i p.fPaubcerminidkneivfthatc e
God wanted him to turn to Macedonia, and not procépreteAsicurkeag he

had wanted. Here we get an insight as to why Paul was still passionate and zee
share the gospel. In the middle of ferociously ragfitgm oppoksays he was able
to serve because he had Godbés hel p.
were easy for him.

Often obedience to God is taken to mean that the road ahead will be easier.
faced with strong opposition, there is aligayptation to be disappointed with God.
An underlying assumption is that God will make the mission easier because we |
him. It idis responsibility to remove the obstacles and opposition. The passage |
makes it clear that this is not the Gaseenabled Paul to stand firm in the Lord
amidst strong opposition.

| am persuaded to believe that Paul was able to stand firm because of his pe
experiences and encounter with Jesus Christ. Jesus did not give up on him,
though Paul was sagmently determined to exterminate Christianity. Out of tf
reservoir of experiences with Godods
no matter the cost to him.

14



Ponder

When was the last time you stood firm in the Lord in spite of strong opposition?

When was the last time you gave in to strong opposition?

Promise

@ with the help of our God we dare
oppositioh (1 loAiame22x a

Prayer

Almighty God, help me to stand firm in the midst of thé gaidiEmic and
national upheavals. Help me to continue to serve you no matter the cost. A
searched and called out Paudeaweenly Father, search me, try mee filhce
again. Grant, O Lord, yauwupn me. | offer my will, self, pride and surrender then
to you. In Jesimamel pray. Amen.

OO IO

Article byheRightReerendr D Steven Abbarow, Bishop of the Diocese of Wes
MalaysiaPrior to his episcopacy, Canon Dr Abbarow wasdesiugiptd for
Seminari Theoloji Malaysia. He is niaiiede and they have two children, Ruel
and Naomi.
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February 22, 2021 Thessalonian$8
God -pleasing conduct

fiFor the appeal we médkes not spring from error or impure motives,
are we trying to trick yomw the contrary, we speak as those approved by
God to be entrusted with the giépelre not trying to please pkeople

God, who tests our hedfest know we never use@tjathor did we put

on a mask to cover up gré€ead is our witnessl Thess@lonians-8)3

We have seen so far in Paulds | ette
because they exemplify faith, hope and love in Jesus despite selffgring, th
becoming an example to believers in Macedonia and Achaia. Paul reminds the
he and his team, too, had suffered conflict as they preached the gospel in Phili

Then, in versesb3the focus of our devotion today, Paul asserts that thigir braver
preaching the gospel is because they have been entrusted with it; it is not a me
they made up, it is not for selfish gain, nor is it to deceive the Thessalonian
believing something that is not true. And Paul is confident that Goekis tiheir w
the intentions of their hearts as he affirms that they did not approach the Thessa
with flattery, nor for monetary gain.

In these verses, Paul models how we are to conduct our ministry. If we are lea
a ministry, how do we conduselves? If we have leaders to submit to in ministry
how do we conduct ourselves?

The gospel that Paul, and us in our ministries, bring to others is that we have
against a holy God, but God in his mercy saved us from his wrath by sending t
Jesus Christ to die on the cross fo
can be reconciled to him and stand before him in heaven.

The rest of Paulés Il etter to the Th
how they are to livelaplease God @hristians aradks that they encourage each
other with the hope that they will be with Jesus when he comd¥ again (4:1

Do our lives bear witness to the gospel of salvation we received? Do we lead as
we have been entrustedtwlthe gospel ? Are we more
our own popularity? Are we discerning of those whom we choose to be our le:

16



Are we resolved to encourage each other with the hope and future we have in
Christ?

Like Paul, we knowtBatd i s our wi tness, so | et
are called to, standing firm in him to the very end.

Ponder

Haste thee on from grace to glory,

Armed by faith, and winged by prayer.

Heavenods eternal days before thee,
God 6 s ehalhguideastikre.

Soon shall close thy earthly mission,

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,

Hope shall change to glad fruition,

Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.

Text from AJesus, I My Cross Have T

Promise

1 Thessaloma 3:123 i & the Lord make you increase and abound in love for or
another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blai
in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with
saints. o

Prayer

Thank God for giving us the gospel of our Lord Jesi& @lkrigtat his Spirit
alwayguide us in our ministries so that we may be goes efithesgospel to
nonrChristians and an encouragement to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Article by Mrs Melissa aj Chairperson of the Diocesan Youth Council. Melissa
wor ships at ISSMAQCaKugladLesmp@rat hedr al

17



February 23, 2021 ThessaloniaB$3
The impact of caring, loving and sharing

iWWe were not lookingpfarse from peopiet from you or anyone else,

even though as apostiesChrist we could have asserted our
authoritynstead, we were like young chilish@my you. Just as a
nursing mother cares for her chddrer, cared for you. Because we
lovedyou so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the
gospel of Gdmlit our lives as wed (1 Thessalonians-8)6

The apostle Paul did his ministry with much passion not only in Thessalonic
wherever he went. In Acts9Wé read that in Thessalonica, Paul together with
Silas shared the gospel in the midst of jealous Jews who tried to hinder their m
They were given maximum troubl e. T
decrees because they had said tteaivdeanother king called Jesus. But they were
not discouraged. Paul was focused in seeing the transformation of the Thessal
as he sharatlegospel of salvation with them.

As he ministetdo the Thessalonians, Paul did not flatter them, did not seek tl
praiseand never became a burden to them. In fact, he supported himself as ¢
makelActs18:3)He and Silas had only one thalis to see the Thessalonians
becomelisciples dhe Lord. Years latex was able to tell them how gentle he was
among them. This gentleness was love in action. It was the highest exam
unconditional love which is pleasingdirsGo®dulfyrthér described his love for
them like the logearing mother &ifor her little children. In fact, he was able to
express that it was the love he and Silas had for them that made them share v
Thessalonians not only the Gospel but their lives as well because they had bec
dear to them. Thepaut of this love, caring and sharing with the power of the H
Spirit strengthened the church in Thessalonica and made it stand firm even aft
and Silas moved on.

Paul set an example for those im th
| was able to see my Priests who were mostly missionaries serving like Paul &
loved and cared for their congregation. Today, as | serve the Lord, their examp
always in my mind. My prayer for all of us is that our service fobtherieaod will

18



caring, l oving and sharing so that
we ministéeo.

Ponder

Effective gospel sharing depends on how we live and act! Are we willing to kn
secret of winning othlengngand caring for them? Look to Jesus!

Promise

AThe One who chlel lws Iyouwoi s tf. ai t(hf dllhe

Prayer

Lord, empower me that | may become your faithful servant and do your will in

for those entrusted to me. I n Jesus
— TN O—

Article by Pastor Nesam Ebenezer St . Paul 6s Chisalsoh,

the Chairperson of St . Paul 6s Day

learning difficulties.
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February 24, 2021 Thessalonia@$810
WITNESSING WITH GODLY VIRTUES

iSurely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship;
we workedight and day in order not to be a burden taviigone

we preached the gospel of God téowoare witnessasd so is

Godof how holyighteous and blameless we were among you who
believed 0 (1 Thessalonians-2(3

l'tds al ways Godoés plan for wus that
others into Godds ki ngrdso me nbtuati,l inmuvc
hardshig(v.9 ) . However, the apostl e .Witul
three successive, successful missionary journeys to his credit, he had travellec
long, hard miles, aggressively preaching Christ across the world. In a gripping a
Paul recounts his grizzly experiences: shipwreck, imprisonment, flogging, st
beatings, exhaustion and hunger (2 CorinthiafZ8)1Ir@dulting from his
unrelenting witnessing for the Lord.

In verse 10, Paul tells the Thessalonians the kind of persdn heoway |, ric
and bl amel esso. T h e dtebuted rordy tocGod theaFathee r
andhi s Son, our Lord Jesus. However,

blameless(@10) Paul was certainly not claiming equality with God but, rather poil
to the godly virtues every teacher or ment@venbstfore preaching the gospel to
others. Basically, Paul was reminding the Thessalonians of what he had to
Corinthians so that they may be sav
Chr i s tinthiand1:1). Palilchad already becmerson fully transformed on
the inside ever since his personal encounter with Jests) (ActstBréefold way.
Firstly, he was <called and equi ppec
demanded by God, Ae IGoldy bitoesEid)d ¢ ol
Secondly, the Holy Spirit had worke
by putting off his former way of life and@uttieghew self, created to be like God
in true righteousness and holifigsssians4:24cf.1 Timothy 6:11). Thirdly, Paul
had become blameless, which meant being sexually moral, pureghatitrful (Rev
14:45) and a r e denpurardtaloar(Psilno84:11)G dhds) with
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holiness, righteousness, and blamelessness as hiargpitiguaul took the
gospel to the world at large.

Not all of us are called to endure hardship to spread the gospel to distant lan
Paul was. But each of us is responsible as a sergdntsbia@BOChrist with people

in our own sphere of influence. People withcagaibgersonal relationship with
Christ are in our workplace, in our neighbourhood, among our friends and relativ
nay, for that matter, even in our church andeluriey need the Lord, and we
have a wonderful opportunity to reach out to them witingpeirgpulife
transforming and destimgnging message of Christ. Yet, we sit in silence, make la
excuses and let that opportunity slip by. Come anfpeo@®@ d, | et 6 s
by Paul déds undying passion for evang
anyone any longer (Proverbs 3:27).

Ponder

What is the most severe hardship we have ever endured for the sake of saving
soul?Ar e we preparing ourselves to be
become a role model to prospective believers?

Promise

ABl essed are you when people insult
things against you because dRej@ce and be glad because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets before you. (Mt 5:
12).

PI‘ayer
Lord, please lay some souls upon my heart and help me to love them, pray for

care for them and meat theeds. Lord, please grant me the grace to nobly do my
part to win these souls for you. Amen.

AT~
Article by Mr Philip Nainan, a Lay

Philip is a lawyer.
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February 25, 2021 Thessalonia@sl112
LIVing Christian LIVES

AFor you know that we dealt wi
deals with his own childmeoguraging, comforting and

urging you to live lives wortt®od, who calisu into his

kingdom and glary. (L Thessalonians 212

Many of us have heard from family and friends, and others, that the bar of Ct
living is set too high. So high, they say, that it is impossible for anyone to attain
Christians like ourselves must have often pondersaderetl over this same
question. The bible tells us that even the great among the faithful feels this same
of helplessness (Romans 7:18b, 24).

But however high the bar, Paul gives us in this epistle a vision of what should 0
ithe SecondComy; the freedom from fear o
2:15); the bodily resurrection and glorious meeting of the faithful, both living an
with the Lord (4:13ff; cf.rin@wan45:12ff); the inheritance of salvati®).(5:8

Earlier, he ga us some practical guidelines. Even though he could have demar
to be supported, he has chosen not to burden others, but to work hard to st
hi mself (2:6b, 9), while pointing o
(2:78). Is théar too high? Well, Paul described those easily achievable action:
Aholy, righteous and bl amelesso |iv

In our passage, Paul says that Christian living also means treating each othe
father would treat his beloved child. There aamtraseas who are blessed. But
even those among us whose fathers fall, sometimes far short, nevertheless c:
these same fatherly qualities in those who mentor us or in those we look up to
rolemodel s. Paul uses thandoudgi ngnco
for us. To challenge and push us to greater heights in simple ways: to walk alo
each other; to weep and to rejoice together.

Here we see the complete picture of the ideal Christian family: a nurturing hc
which a geatlcaring mother and a loving, caring father, each complementing
helping the other to bring about the best in their family.
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The Christian family acts as one to even go over and beyond the bar.

1 To hold on fast to the sure hope and certain piterssévation to come
on the Lordés return.

1 To not succumb to the tribulations and temptations of the world.

1 To not fight each other over our own small agendas.

1 To not dwell on our hurts, imagined or otherwise.

But rather to help each other to rise above them. Suchiitleelivisstovorthy of
Godv.12) worthy of the loving and eternal Father who has made these promis
us in his Son Jesus Christ.

Ad t he prize over and belyond the ba

Ponder

Are we easily discouraged by the seemingly insurmountable bar of Christian liv
Promise

It is God himself who calls us to his kingdom and glory in his SorodeswasdChrist
Prayer

Dear Fathgnelp me to be strong and trust in you even more tthehtesmme
the times. Amen

— AT O

Article byhe Reverend Gordon Kuaoserves at St Mary's Cathedral, Kuala
Lumpur. Hepaistorallgesponsible for the 8.30am and 6.00pm liturgical services p
the Nepali outreach ministry.
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February 26, 2021 Thessalonia@sl3
THE WORD AT WORK

ifAnd we a tostinually beeanske, wiBao ybu received the
word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a
human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed
at work in you who believe. 0

Paul has previously begun thanking God for the Thessalonian-Ohuacid (1:1
now, after describing his teambs m
thanksgiving.

Our verse today is pregnant with theological riches that deserve caréful teasir
Here are four things to note from it:

1. The Thessalonians received the word of God from Paul and his team
The oO6word of Godd here refers toc
his death for our sins in our place and his resurrection whish shows
Kingship (1 Corinthians-45:1. Thi s was the Owor
his team faithfully preached and the Thessalonians received. And it i
same word that we are to proclaim to others.

2. The Thessalonians accepted it not as a human word batvasrthof
God The Thessalonians believed that the Gospel which was preache
them was Godods wor dthaynudedtfroneigolstoh e
serve him and wait for the Lord Jesus to return (1 ThessattB)ans 1:11
We too aretorecenethGospel as it actually
from him and act on it.

3. That word continued to be at work in the Thessalonians as believers.
This was seen in their perseverance despite perseclipriii2ii godly
living (4:1) and their mutwal (4:9). The Gospel is not just the entry point
to becoming a Christian but it continues to work in believers to motivate,
and enable us to follow Jesus throughout our Christian lives. We n
6graduated from t he Gmnerpandsoevé&y er
day we should be thankful for Je
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(1:10) by his death for us and every day we should live to serve him a
coming King.

4. God was the one to be continually thanked for allTtiesGospel is
Gaddés message and those who are ¢
powerful work of his Spirit (v.1:5). So, in the end, God is the one wr
glorified as the Word does its work.

Ponder

Whenever the Gospel is believed and acted oevitleatds that God is at work.
Where have you seen that in your own life and in the lives of others?

Promise

When we share the gospel, we donodt
believe. We are to faithfully proclaim the messag boitGiod to enable them to
receive it as his word.

Prayer

Pray that God would be at work in the hearts of people in your own area as hi
goes out and that it would be seen not only in initial repentance but in onge
changing lives. Weneed pr ay because it is onl
receive the Gospel not as a human word but as the word of God.

N

Article by the Very Reverend Dr And
Lumpur and a member of the Provincial Synod.
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Febuary 27, 20211 Thessalonia@sl416
Suffering for what we believe

fiFor you, brothers and sisters, became imifator6o0d 6 s chur c
in Judeayhich are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own
peoplehe same things those churches suffertdokfdenve/ho

killed the Lord Jesusl the prophetsd also drove us out. They

displease God and are hostile to evierylosie effort to keep us

from speaking to the Gersiilébat they may be saved. In this way

they always heap up their sins tmih€he wrath of God has

come upon them at éast. -16)

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights ensures that everyone has the free
religion and beliefs. Regrettably, many in the world today diseriigdiration,
persecution and even death for their faith. Open Doors reports that one in
believers, or 260 million people, currently face persecution worldwide. Discrim
and itreatment can be caused either by a tyrannical stateundsrdiet banner

of Apdéentitgodo and r el i g-reatment aidhcgbere
bullying occurring because one has different beliefs or convictions contrary to
movements that may be trending currently. In the enth frekeloamd practice
their faith, not just personally, but even publicly, is a relentless battle for many be

This is certainly not a new issue but has been a constant predicament for true be
from the beginning of the Church to our agesdpPaul here acknowledges the
oppressions that believers are facing in Thessalonica as in Judea because the
received the word of God (1 Thessalonians1:6). The Jews or the Gentiles, dep
on the context, are almost always viciously oppesivigptbelieve in the Gospel.

What can believers do when they face persecution?

Firstly, Paul reminds believers that they are sharing the same challenges that
and the prophets faced. In many other passages, even Paul identifies himse
J e ssuffering for the Gospel. The journey of faith is rough, but we can be as:
that as Jesus overcame even death, we too will be triumphant if we remain faith
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the end. Throughout history, where persecution increased the Church grew fas
perecuti on can stop the advancement

Secondly, Paul states that those who oppose the advancement of the Gosp
heaping up their sins and are under

humans, it is easier to take comforirtlestemies will be punished, and justice will

be served but it is our Christian responsibility to pray for the persecutors that th
understand the love of God that is shown through Jesus.

Ponder

What should be our Christian response vidies pegsecution?

Promise

il have said these things to you, t
have tribulation. But take heart; [

PI‘ayer

Father God, today we remember those whosacaited for their faith and even
some of us in our own context. May we find strength in the cross and throug
testimonies for the Gospel, we pray that our persecutors themselves will be dr
the truth and grace of our Lord Jesus Christoln Jesaapeay. Amen.

ST eI TO—

Article by the Reverend Gerrad Emmanuel, Vicar of Holy Spirit. Gleuish, Ipoh
also a member of the Diocesan Standing Committee.
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February 28, 2021 Thessalonia@sl 718
Satan blocked our way

fBut, brothers asidters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you
for a short time (in person, not in thougbf)pur intense longing we made
every effort to see year. we wanted to come té gettainly I, Paul, did,

again and agaibut Satahlocked owvayo (1 Thessalonians 21Bj

Paul had great plans to visit Thessalonica, byt®&taaysnderedéus (.¥e 1 8)
tried many times, but there were hindrances over and over again. The belie\
Thessalonica had undergone great chaliéalgesnd persecutions and yet they
held on to the Lord. Paul wanted to visit them and personally encourage them,
devil hindered him!

The last 30 years as a servant of Gedfddgmany hindrances in the ministry,
though not as muedPaul faced, yet the inner struggle and frustredibesrha

very painful. One of the things | had learned as a combat engineer is that, whel
is an obstacle, retreastrategize, pray andtwabn the Lord and then move on
forward. This has seen me come thus far in my ministry.

Back in 1995, | was on my way to Mentakab, Pahang from Kota Baru, Kelanta
some 550 km away to baptize about 45 souls. My car tire blew and 5 of us en
in be ravine! Praise God, none of my youths werd: inpgemhly me, bleeding
from my forehead and | had serioupaie&bsequentlyhad to undergo a c5

c6 surgeryrealized that the devil was not happy and wanted to stop me from brii
the sals into the Kingdom of God. My pain and blood did not stop me from cont
my journey to the 7th Ra@gep in Mentakab. | baptizedfitetonly thedidl

goto the hospital for further treatment. | prafeesGo@ of those whom | had
baptizd on that day are now serving the Lord asmphieBhtheRewerendlohn
Layang in our Dioceseafelv others) the Diocese of Kuching.

Beloved, obstacles and hindrances will come our way as we serve God in many
but ifveare focused orethord, the Lord will see us through in life. Paul did not stc
but he prseveredn, so much so he says in Philippiasigt3i13 p r edBasll 0 n ¢
was focused on the call he had from God and he was a successful sésvant of C
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a child of God, let us not focus on the powers of thelndhdmenf GodLet
usbe overcomers in!life

During this Lent seadehusdraw close to Gddaywe experience God in an
intimate way juite Paulwhotestified ta powerful andctoriou€hristiatife i |
can do all things t hRhippiagghld.Chr i st wh

Ponder

What are the obstacles you face in your spiritualQouraayhink these obstacles
are due to your own lack of discipfiist@ke, or do you think Satan is at work to
discourage you?

Promise
Stay focus on Goddéds mission. Persev
wi || peck at an eagle is the crow.

eag)does not respond nor fight with t

crow. It simply opens its wings and begins to rise higher and higher in the sk
higher the flight, the harder it is for the crow to breathe. Eventually, the crow fa
to the | ack of oxygen. So, stop was

to the heights; to the Lord in prayer. Focus on the Lord and not on the surrot
distractions and obstadeaw near to God and the Devil will flee, lgventual

Prayer

O Lord, grant me the strength to persevere and overcome obstacles. Help me

closetoyoutlay and ful fil your perfect wi/
AT~

Article by he Venerable Jacob George John
Highlands and Archdeacon of the Eastern Archdeaconry.
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March 1, 20211 Thessalonians 2219

Our hope, our joy, our crown

fiFor what is our hope, our joy, or theircratvich we wgloryin the
presence of our Lord Jesus when he ¢omesR youAdeed, you are

our glorgnd joy 0 -20)

Paul askdarhetoricj ue st i on, AFor what is it
and is our proud BVelwendedwhat godr amsver wn ? 0
ForPauhi s answer is not earthly comfo
tisyadb i .e. , unbelievers who have r e:

ministry. Leading unbeliet@r€hrisgave the Apostle Paul great reward and
enthusiasmi\nd this divine reward is for all who are faithiningosiifor Christ,
and not jusbnfindto missionaries and pastors.

The new converts to Christiarey a ugredj®; Yes, you will bring us much joy
(v.19b LY and it will be our joy as well for every new convert we lead to Christ.
Gr e e k wahaddis fijladnessgheeyfuln@ssddelightThis cheerful and
delighted jowill bemultiplied when we stand with the convert& loefbri@ose,
received gracioustpd he pr esence o {v.19Mvehat ktaterol  J
blessedness and joy together with myriads of angels rejoicing when souls are
when unbelievers become believeassand her ed i nto t he Fa

Pauldescribethemomers e ei ng converts recenasved

|l i ke receiving tHhe &cooevdaouiare duhglosjpndioa
joyo( v. 20). The word Acr owleadingsesmeetoe v
Christ. There is a victory a divine prize givewinning peofteChist, or rather,

in allowinGodto win people to Christ through us.

For Paul,uxha forwardookingfaithfilled anticipatiomtnessgthe Thessalonian
Christians standing favourably b€fode gave Paul great motivation and
perseverancetocarfyout he Lor ddés commi ssi.on de

Todayis the day of salvation. Today is the day that we canuminédieveand
direct the@hrist. May we ¢pentle witnesses yet courageously padsioreesent
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thegospel messagkruth andracdn Chrisgndwho knows; we may be standing
alongside not only with our friends and but also, former faegoamgvelid
worshipping togetimethe presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Winning people to Chrisfugfilingnvestmentvith an eternal rewdtanakes life
worthwhile. What a day of rejdigiigoe wheal believers are gathered together
andwhaioy of reunion with our pastors, missionaries and friends standing alonc
whobrought us to know Christ when wanbet®vers

Ponder

Those we wiarChrist are our hope, joy, and crown of glory. Who are the people
you have introddde Chri? Whas the next person thatarehoping and praying
to share the good message of @itlst

Promise
Spending eternity v@tirist is a great motivation for believernfidisnce will
sustairyouthrougbuttrials and tribulations.fiiskeep eternal values in \éstv

wef ai | t o s eGeo dférso np etrhsep elcaridvées on t he

Prayer

Thank You,ord for thdaithful Christiaimsmy life, who shared the gospel with me,
prayed for my salvation, ministered to me, and pointed me to the Lord Jesus Ch
God, and my Saviour. | pray that | would take every opportunity to testify to the

the gospel to peopgteund me.hesus ® name. Amen.
AT~
Article byDeaconess Rufng,Deaconesstc har ge of Al | So

Community Church, Desa Sri Hartéumades] umpua church God used her to plant
and setip since 2010.

31



March 2, 20211 ThessaloniaBst3
BE STRENGTHENED AND ENCOURAGED

ASo when we c owelthdugltitbasttdbeieft by auoselle® n g
in AthendVe sent Timothyho is our brother andvodker n  Go d 0 s
service in spreading the gos@éirisito strengthen and encourage you in

your faitlgo that no one would be unsettled by thes®trials. know
guite well that we &rTressdaians-8hed f

Following the Movement Control Order in March 2020, | called my target group t
on their wellbeing. They shared their plight and suffering. Some had lost thei
others &d pay cuts, and a few had very little food for several days. Our S
Concerns Ministry immediately responded to their needs. In such a situation, | v
AWhat would Jesus do in times |I|ike

Diligently follow the model of Jesust o day 6s reading, we
Paul responded to the struggles and suffering of the Thessalonian believers.
they did not go through @GQVIB19 pandemic, the Christians in Thessalonica,
nonet hel ess, faced 6 my Pl waslifi & dilenima g ¢
where he needed to make a choice between alleviating his own loneliness or alle
the suffering of the Thessalonians; and he chose a godly choice. Medet his co
Timothy to be with the believers rather than to bgveidhipersonal side. The
normal mindsetsaysT ak e car e of your butpotshfor f i
Paul 5o when we could stand it no levegdrpught it best to be left by ourselves
in Afvh)Pasd fait hf ulsleyamdledyn cotweldo cki isn
own interests but each of you to the interests of &ihdippiens 2:4).

Determine to addresSkecondly, Paul attended to a needy situation. It was not jL
wishywashy platitudes, but a holistic decision makiogour God. True
compassion is action oriented. PauliBooihen we could stand it no loveger,
thought it best to be left by ourselves inWbens e n t (vwia)milherdwaH

a needs assessment done by Paul. His conclusion was tlssaltreambe
believers needed moral support more than he did. To address their need, h
Timothy. He chose to be a godly example by putting hisfRettisr|asthumility
val ue ot her sPhdigpians23).y our sel veso
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Deploy apt assistancehidly, Paul actdtVe sent Timothwyho is our brother and
coworkeir n Godbs service i n tosgrengthen and g
encour age Yy o uHeikmew who toisend aad for wiiat e(idvres@t.) He
sent a situational leader who had compassion and cognisance of the situati
achieve the anticipated outddreen ¢ o u r Hegennhigeny tbedtandpicked
Timothy; his best choice to addressidtiersit

Destined to suffePaul 6 s message was tough. I
hard to accept tlitu f f i® parnit of @ divine calling. Jesus himself had warned u
"I'n the worl d @ahol6:33Paul wrotdzonwge knbw quittu | 8
well that we ar e Haleave see Pael dot dsa peopdepleakes,
but as a dedicated servant of God, who is brutally honest but divinely compassi

Ponder

In the current trying pandemic situatiomelhder you understand the Haglhaer

of God? Is our help and aid to the needy structured on the holistic model of Je
done as a mere charity? Hongtryardaaling a
of sufferingo?

Promise

Al nwotrhled you will have tri bul a({@ohmn.
16:33 ESV)

Pfayer

Heavenly Father, | have been a ceremonial Christian without much action. |
forgotten thdaith without action is dédwive acted ritualistically without much
involvement. Forgive, Lord! Teach me to practise your godly examples. Enable
adhereo the model of your only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

— NI O

Article by Ms Jasmine Adaickalamember of the Diocesan Synod. She heads the
Social Ministry of St James Church, Kuala Lumpur. Her passion is to restore the
of the disadmtaged people groups.
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March 3, 20211 ThessaloniaBs}6

Longing to see you

Al n fact , when we were with you,
persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you vl khisareason,

when | could stand itamger| sent to find out about yourIfaitis afraid

that in some way the tenfiaertempted you and that our labours might
have been in vain. But Tinfatbyust now come to us fromanghas

brought good news about your faith amteloes.td us that you always

have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we als
long to see yau. -6)

Paul hadarlietold thé@'hessalonian Christitmexpeduffeing for the gospas,

he had suffer@arsecution in Philipiiving had to leave them due to a riot, Paul
wasanxiouy eageto know the spiritgtteof the Chrishsin Thessalonica
Timothywhom Paul sent to the Thessalonians to fomiotitesr condition, had
returned with a good report: the Thessalonian believers were doing remarkably
faith, hope and love. They learned to care for each other as brothers and sister:
LordThi s news convincesrPpul Gottas Bat
successfuNow, Pauwbas longing to see tlard to strengthen their.faith

Trials are common for every Christian. No one is exempted, no onefgets a trout
ride to heaven. Often, we focus intently on the detdif§iaflttes. But God is
more concerned with how we respond than with theWfaletaadfsometimes
dondt have a choice about the bad t
how we can respond: either in faith or unbelief, i harodi@yce, in forgiveness

or in anger, in hope or in despair. We must learn to live victoriously despite prc
because we carry the name of the Lord.

Satan witempt us atur weakespot hoping to see us fall from. graer at this
period of timBatan is using th@@B19pandemic tioy tarobmany of their peace

and faith in Jesus. Many have lost thaeilgebd thdiusinesss, had their lives
disrupted and many are feddipgesseand hopelesEhrough ithese challenging
situat i ons , hatvs &odadhings?l bdt usosgke in tdithe darkness

of the pandemic butlehus! d on t o t he InDautdrénemyp r o
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31.6iBe strong and cour ageauseofthem trtheo t
Lord your God goes with you, he wil

Yes, at this timetloé COVIBL9 pandemicwhilemany of us are unable to see our
family and friendsmdobe witthemphysicallyetour God is great besmbe has
given us online church ser vaydrarsng and
Centre as a coordinaier since tHdovement Control Order and its varied forms,
we have beeale to giveur students online wBecently we started to have Zoom
gathering with cuentally challenggddents. God has opened a new window for
us even in thiballengingme. Let us use the resources that God hagjgingn to

his mighty narne

Ponder

Hard times are desigteethring us closer to the LLatdus therefore endure our
trials with grace and courage knowing that inttteeobmatds will part and the sun
will shine again.

Promise

fNo one will be able to stand against you all the ddife éfylowas with Moses,
so, | will be with you; | will never leave you nor for¢adshymul :5)

Prayer

Father, thank you for holding us together. We needed you and you were there
Thank you for your love, mercy, gratathfuidhess that was shown to us though
we did not deserve it. To you alone be the glory. Amen.

Article by Veni Selvarmay Readeand Hon. Treasueet St Kat her i
KajangVeni is also the Honeasurer for Coun€iCburcheMa | ay si a Woc
Work and the Diocesan Golden Circle.
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March 4, 20211 ThessaloniaBs/8
Standing firm in the lord

Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we wer
encouraged about you because of yoEofaitihwve really live, since you
are standing firmthe Lord1l Thessalonians-8)7

TheApostle Paul was responsible for seaviegds of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
amongst the Thessaloniblioswithstanding afflictions and distress at his end, Pa
was tremendously encouraged by the feedback he received from Timothy that t
believers were standing firm in their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Within our context, we may want to pgredieali on whether we are well anchored
in our faith in Jesus. We maythelltamascus momenfisfésh encounter with
Jesus in our liveg}ix our eyes and thoughts on Jesus. Pray without ceasing. Fe
on the word of God daily. Worship thetherspiendo ofhis holiness Serve the
afflicted and the marginalised. Do. juscthe new believers of the Thessalonica
Church, stand firm in the Lord. Keep the faithenelgsasn!

One may ask with overpowering emotions, "How can irstaad.&rchwhen | am
devastated by the COlApandemic? | have lost my job and my livelihood." Anott
cries out uncontrollably, "My entire business has been decimated." Yet another |
frantically, "I am in the midst ofsge#pd mental anguidepression and
aggravated state of indebtedness. The creditors are threatening forecle
proceedings and bankruptcy action. My family is in a total mess. What can | do?
do I go?"

Go on your knees. We laanvetimate connection with our Fatieenian. Cry unto

the Lord for wisddincall on the Lord in my distress and he answers me" (Psa
120:1). The Sovereign Lord answers prayers. He will never leave you nor forsa
(Hebrews 13:5). Suffering, an inevitable earthly process, hasduefiyiimg
effect. "Suffering produces endurandegndurance produces character, and
character produces hope" (RomadisHope gives us a positive mental framework
through the power of the Holy Spirit to appreciate and to restifeésthes

before us in a practical manner.
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We can draw divine inspiration and direction from the miracle narrated in 2 Kin
7 about a widow who was in a state of indebtedness. The creditor was coming
her two sons away as slaves. She appealedabEisi@a for help. She only had a
"small jar of oil". Prophet Elisha asked her to get as many empty jars fror
neighbours and fill all the jars with the oil from her own small jar. Miraculously,
from her small jar kept on flowing untiealbtiggars were completely filled. She
sold the oil and settled all her debts and she used the excess money for the ne
her family. Yes, our God is a God of limitless possibilities. Miracles and blessir
abound in God's given time whstamdirm in the Lord

Let not your hearts be troubled. Just stand firm in the Lord. Jesus is Lord. "Stick
with Jesuisthe perfect answer to the "sticky mess" around us.

Ponder

As an act of faithfulness to God, danklseyond our personal circumstances to
invest in the next generation of believers and Headeea?we encour@dist
centerednespassion, diligem and faithfulness? What simple projects can we
establisAnd suppotd uplift and to blesssésuffering in our midst

Promise
"Come near to God and he will come near to you." (James 4:8)

Prayer

Sovereign Lord, as we stand firmly and humbly before your awesome throne, w
you for thmspiration and power you have given us to go beyond our own pers
circumstances to uplift the-ttmgdden members of our comraaditybringhem

hope, jogndpeace in their lives. Amen

OB+ ITT O~

Article by Mr D Raja Singam, the Diétgiattar and a member of the Provincial
Synod. He is a member of the Church of the Holy Spergakpoh
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March 5, 20211 ThessaloniaB4.1-13
A Thessalonian benediction

ANow may our God and Father hi ms
way for utb come to you. May the Lord make your love increase

and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does

for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless
and holy in the presence of our God and Father when oar Lord Jesu

comes with all his holy-13nes. 0
I n todayds devotion, we can see thr
helps us.

First, together with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, he leadsrand dire
paths.

Next, he infuses his love into our hearts so that we may learn to love others in th
unconditional way that he loves us.

Finally, our Lord Jesus strengthens
when he returns in all his.glory

Now may our God and Father hivihk el f

ESV). Even the great Apostle Paul depended on the Holy Spirit for directio
leading. This world can be a confusing place to navigate especially if you

Christian.nere are many choices, directions and options for us to grapple with ¢
day, so is comforting to know that the Lord of the universe is ever willing to guic
Proverbs3% says it | Lokdeith élllyaursheart;fdd notdepend © n
your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you whic
to take. o

May the Lord make you increase 6and

(v.12, ESV). 1lsnodét this the oveoHow of

often we must be reminded to love one another. To forgive one another? To be r
to one another? For many, this simple command d&@f liesusne another as |
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have loved y@dohn 13:34) is easier said than done! Lent is the perdedtyoppo
to ffabound in |l oved by our thoughts

@so that he may establish your heat
Lord &ww3 BESVEDId you know that after you received Jesus as your L
and Saviour, he began a psote make you holy? The theological term is
isanctificationdo. God is in the bus
and heat to change coals into diarhenslghanging us daily into the imbige of
Son, Jesus Christ! Hallelujah!

What a beautiful benediction Paul has bestowed upon the saints in Thessalonic
we too take great assurance in this blessing.

Ponder

l sné6t most of the difficul toidéds and e
for our lives, mabounding in l@fer one another and not allowing the Holy Spirit tc
complete his work of sanctification in us?

Promise

iBel oved, l et us |l ove one another,
bornoGod and knows God. o6 (1 John 4:7)

Prayer
Gracious Father, direct my way today, help me to abound in love and give me th

to conform to your process of beingbteadeless in holing&s your return. In
Jesus.®&mema me

ST CITTO—

Articldythe Reverend@ri j endr a Dani el , Vicar of
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March 6, 20211 Thessaloniadst2

Live in order to please god

fAs for other matters, brothers and sisténstructed you how tarive

order to please Gad,in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you
in the Lord Jesus to do this more andrargreu know what instructions

we gave you by the authafritye Lord Jes@s. 1 Thessélonians-2)1

How should we live to please God? Jesus gave us an answer in M#lthew 22:
AiLove the Lord your God with all/l y
mndd and ALoveyywaoaursehéi @hilelulwetalse olna
Prophets hang on these two commandments

In our daily lives, however, things can be more complex. In the coming days y
read about keeping yourself pure, loving the brothers and sisterdrig &hrist, |
simple life, supporting yourself with your work, avoiding being dependent on &
else.

Danny Quah, a welbwn professor of Economics, has recently been presenting
AAl ternative Geometimmihed hefr Wereskge adro
or power (hard, soft, smart), once you start thinking who's no. 1 or no. 2, you're 1
in a |linear hierarchy. 0 Instead, he
in which we should think about the relative importance of nations.

Inthe same way, we as Christians need an alternative geometry for thinking abo
we are doing in Godoés kingdom. Both
that the usual human measures of wealth, children, status in society, ou
appeama c e, even status in church count
called to be holy, righteous and | o
us o, not just those who are dndlike m

J e sgeanétry is upside down. The first shall be last, and the last first. Seat yo
in the humble place on the table (b
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place). Lead by serving. Seek to give, not to accumulate. See suffengy as a bl
(because it will help to make us holy).

But, at the same time, Jesus calls us to be wise, to be good stewards of the ble
we have been granted, the talents w
away like hermits or closed religious desers went out into the world to share the
Gospel, and so should we!

Ponder
How can | live to please God, in my particular situation, at this time?
Promijse
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for rightémugmagssvill bdled.
Blessed are the merddul, they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in hiearthey will see G@datthew 5%
Prayer

Lord God, | pray that you will show me cledrlydnsanillyshould live to please
you. Lord, ydsmow my circumstances, my strengths, my weaknesses. Please a

me to be used as you will, to your
BTN I TTO—
Article by Mr Edward Clayaolay readeat Al | Soul sd I nterr

Church,ialdumpur He i s a Partner in PwC Ma
PR holder and tBhairman of Navigate Together, a ministry serving Third Cultl
Kids irKuala Lumpur
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March 7, 20211 Thessaloniai:38
Right passion

Nt i s th@toyaudsisouldabie bahctified: that you should avoid sexual
immoralitghat each of you should learn to control your owa bady

that is holy and honouraloliein passionate liket thgpagansywho do not

know Godnd that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of
a brother or sist€he Lord will pun&@hthose who commit suchasns,

we told you and warned you bEfr&od did not call us to be impure, but

to livea holy lifél herefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject
a human being but God, the very God who gives you his dHoly Spirit.
(1 Thessalonians-8)3

People need encouragement to live rightly, even CGloiwgtaes! as Christians

we look heavenward for divine helg (0%). We nedtk Lortb show us how we
mustwalkto pleaséhim(1l Thessaloniadsl).How should omalk in holines8y
remembering God d&3a).Hem ink38tPall begmsvath thef i ¢
most basic of the meaning of human existence, sexual passion. Paul understc
prevailing culture and philosophy of the-Ryaeoo world. The very Gentile
Christians he was addressing came out of that milieu. Under pressasglyone car
backslide.

First Paul reminded them it iwsneeit@asdobs
Godods initiative (divine sovereignt
Second Paul reminded them t hat wi t hin

cut 60 f moonalitp@neip(lauman responsibility).

Thirg Paul laid down two important but practical principles to guide the Thessa
Christians in their sexual behawmmuely,sex has a Gayven context
heterosexual marriagda)andsex must opeeain the manner of holiness and
honourv4b).

Verse 4a sounds strange but its acc
practical principle is that heterosexual and monogamous marriage is the only
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in which God intends sexual intsecto be experienced and enjoyed. By implication
sex in other congeid wrong, whether before marriage (fornication) or outsic
marriage (adultery) or in a homosexual relationship.

The second principle explains the manner in which sex within marriage is
conductednotwitib ust f ul desires | i kéab)tThese Ge
pagan 6l ustful desiresd have to do
possessing something forbidden. Whatever Paul is getting at must be something
contrary to treating our spousessaiitttification and hooour Idad Imbviesv
provide us a glimpse into abhorrent sexual perversions such as sadomaso
domination, strangulation and snuff. Be warned, such dishonourable sexual pr
can only i n\wb).The Gétlapagans\nduige in pefverse sexual
practices because they dondt know Gc
called us to be sanctified for him! How can we rebel against God who has giver
Holy Spirit as a seal of ownerst8p? (v

Ponder

Marri age i swolertll@ié to bechenaured and cherished.

Promise

For those of us who are married, we must keep faith with God by keeping the m
bed with sanctification and hdBearHebrews 13:4)

Prayer

Pray especially for coumlestemplating marriage or soon to be married to
understand and commit to the Apostl

AT~
Article by the Reverend Lee Kon Yim, a Chartered Quantity Surveyor by traini
Priest ab t Maryds cat.hedral , Kual a Lump!
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March 8, 20211 Thessaloniad$10
See how they love one another

ANow about y o uwedbrmiwneedtowrite tabponue a n ot
you yourselves have been taught by [Gee each oth&nd in fact,

youdo | ove all of Godorstwduagmyol,y t hr
brothers and sisters, to do so moreanddmore ( 1 T h-Hps s al oni

In theséwoverses, we are reminded to love each other. It is interesting that ver
says that this love isfnomn within ourselves, it is fromg®adyourselves have
beertaught by Gad love eachottéért i s Goddés grace to

Athis lastmealwith s di s c i p IAeew,cominandmest | giva uni you, i
that you | ove one another; as | have

It is a commandment which some of us will find very difficult to obey. Some
Christians are truly hard to love! Sometimes, we dwant@l@re them. And

yet we know that Goéslaot request or suggest that we love one Heother.
commands us to love each other.

This verse in 1 Thessalodi®encourages us loveas we know that love comes
from God, not from within ourselves. Our own sinful nature will not emable us
one another as Jesus loves us.

The Bible also t el l sinthtaimddd4) Goo willpisr | o v
love in our heart to overflowing, ifhive. let

And then, in verse 10, Paul talks about those in the Thessalonian Chersh loving
beyond their boundaiigsou do | ove all of ®Godods

Our love should not just be confined within our own family, church and commur
should also go beyond our boundaries.

It is exciting to know that whenwe gbaysl® | ast command, \
this love will compel us to alsohsh&yreat Commissidimerefore go and make
disciples of all natidmptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son anc
the Holy Spa{Mathew28:19).
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We annot truly love others without desiring them to be saved from the fate that .
them. Love for others is our motivation to go tell the world about this wonderful ¢
that we have!

Ponder

This Easter, as we rejoice in the gloriousthef&estirrection, think of one person
you know for whom this Hope is not yet real. Pray, love and share the Good N

Promise

il have loved you with an everlasting love; | have drawn you with unfailing kinc
(Jeremiah 31:3)

Prayer

Fatherlove it was that made us and it was love that saved us. Your divine natt
Love. Grant us grace to love all men so that we can ymamiake ol o v e . I
name Amen

(Adapted frothesongi Love it wha)s that made us

— T IO~

Article by Ms A Annamaney, Chairperson of the Diocesan Araglat&m(laran
Alliance Regional Facilitator for East ant&E&uNsia. She is a member of St
Paul 6s Chur ch, Petaling Jaya.
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March 9, 20211 Thessaloniadsl 112
Earn respect

fiViake it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own
business and work with your hastlas we told yso,that your

daily life may win the respect of oussidess that you will not be
dependnt on anybody (1 Thessalonians 4171

We al | l'i ke to be respected. Paul 6s
by leading a quiet lfi®qg by working with our own hdhdse, by minding our own
business.

Working with their own hands might not be difficult for some but leading a quiet
mi nding onebs own business can be a
busy bodies because they have no business of their own. Theyfraee always
Therefordor them, the business of others becomes their business. They simply
to poke their noses i WhewnPad trbte this lgiter,o p
there may have been Christians who may have given up their jobs because ¢
expectation of the imminent return of Christ. But Christ did not come back, anc
they had no work to do, so they got
on charity.

Mi nding other peopl esd buthihei”ent®ondf s
helping them. For example, we all love to get involved in @uvusiridssn
because we love and care for them. Ofwewstseuld know where to draw our line.

I have seen parents tryi rytphbdtoldoff hya p e
their children. So we must be careful. Another good example is, when a loved
a friend is having problems and we are urged by love and the Holy Spirit to get ir
and to help them. Our only intention is to help. Whegemisigonterest in the
welfare of others and when our intentions are pure, we will definitely earn their r

Il n t od a yPaubadypsassbele\gero,lead a quiet life and mind their own
business. Is he advising them to isolate thentwalvahdrs? Definitely not.
Becaus¢heChristian life must be a witnessing life. We cannot lead a witnessing
by isolating ourselves from the world. Jesus did hohssfdtem the people. He
was always surrounded by people. He wasegrdgegldde was not dependent on
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charity. He was always doing something constructive. He was always reaching
people. Like Jesus, we must also beqerupbel and productive.

Lent is a good time to reflect on our spirituality and the callingstes bé/ivines

we are respected by society, it is easy to witness for ChristwE&hawesfb be

seen as those who are busy working with our hands, not as those living on chal
meddling in other pe@méfairs. Paul had set an example by workingpanihg
himself (1 Thedenian2:9 10). By minding our own business and taking a genuin
interest in the wadling of society, we will definitely earn the respect of the peo
around us and we can shine for Jesus. Remember, true respectuggrtrmt be bo
forced, it can only be earned.

Ponder

When was the last time you genuinely felt led by the Spirit to get inveod¥ed in the
others®o your friends see wswone who minds his/her own business but ready t
helpor as a busy body p o kaffairgand yausing n
problems? Can you effectively thledaéh if you are not respected by others?

Promise
An overseer or belisvenu st al so have a godhathe r ep
wi || not fall/l into disgrace and int
PI‘ayer

Dear Father, | thank you for your love demonstrated in Jesus Christ. Teach me
a quiet byiroductive lifeinding my own business and at the same time reachin
out to those who are in need. May my friends see me not as a person who i
charity and a busy body but as one who loves and cares for them. May | reflec
in every area of fifg and earn the respect of my friends to be a witness for y«
through Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour | pray. Amen

SEDEH IO

Article by th&enerable Edward John Vi c ar of St Chri
Archdeacon of the Southern Archdeaconry.
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March 10, 20211 Thessaloniadsl314
Grieving the departed

fBrothers and sisters, we do not want you to be ualdotmed
those who sleep in deswhthat you do not grieve like the rest of
mankind, who have no hepewe believe that Jesus died and
roseagainand so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those
who have fallen asleep irohim. (1 Thessalonians 4143

The Bible frequently describes death as sleep. When his friend died, Jesus t
disciplesinJohn 11iDur friesnd aldzar asl ka&p. O

Death can be a beauti ful picture. [
ltdés restful, describing how the bo
suffering. |1t isndt dkemalupad.eskeadtbh

transport us from one life to another.

So, this text provides a great comfort to Christian believers who are grieving fol
believers who have fallen asleep. Paul wrote because he khbesgalbtlians
might lack lflknowledge atttkywe r e wor ri ed that thos
return would miss the resurrection. He sought to give comfort by pointing f
certainty of the Christian hope.

Notice that Paul does not say that we should not grieve. Meeshautdagrieve

in a certain way: with hope. And he remarks that there are some (the rest) who
without hope. Christian hope is coherent. It is grounded in the Word of God, &
know that God cannot lie.

We can have hope because Jesus died,@mdhage hope because Jesus rose
again, the quintessence of the gospel.

We die because we sin. It is the curse given as a consequence of our rebelling
God who made us. It is a strange thought that comfort in our grief comes from th
of andt e r . And yet Jesusbd6 death is unl
means (will mean) the end of death.
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We can hope in a future that is guaranteed because of the acts of the past: the
Jesus coming to this earth to die; being raisesl dead; thffering salvation to all
those who believdim; having gone to prepare a place for each one of us; promis
to come back to this earth to fetch those who have himceptédvho have
believed onisName.

Jesusd deat h wwescanthavée hopelihat o dedth is reotrited ensl
either. It is based on the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

Ponder

As we face the realityezth, the reality of separation from a loved one, do we sorr
with hope, or do we sorrow as those who have no hope?

Promise

AHe will wi pe every tear from their
crying or pain, for the old ordergpfshinhas passed awayé.
new! 6 (Retyel ation 21: 4

PI‘ayer

A prayer from Romans 15:13, NLT: "I pray that God, the source of hope, will
completely with joy and peace because you trust in him.

ST CI T O —

Article by tliReverend Dr James laol¥ermatologist in private practiéerarsly
Priest at Good Shepherd Church, Johor Bahru.
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March 11, 20211 Thessaloniagsl518
Risen with  Christ

AAccording to the Lordds word, w e
left until the coming of the wifd;ertainly not precede those who have
fallen asleepor the Lord himself will come down from \nih\eigud
command, with the voice of the arcaadgeith the trumpet call of
Godand the dead in Chrisltrise firsAfter that, we who are still alive and

are lefwvill be caught up together with them in theoaloeelsthe Lord in

the air. And so we will be with théoterdiTherefore encourage one
anothewi t h t hese wor dglThessalonians 418)

This is a near standard text read at most funeral Geriagdga comforting
connection to the words of Jesus, "I am the resurrection and the life. The on
believes in me wil.l l'ive, even thou
struggling with the dilemma of the where about of their lovedassesl \atvay
should Jesus return here and now. Will the deceased be Efiviehsht ity
believe in the bodily resurrettimsPaul encourages the bereaved Thessalonians
not to grieve without understanding: since Jesus died and rosketigaérsthe
who die will likewise rise again. There igualification nor pgsalification when
Jesus their Lord comes back. Ultimately, Paul is telling them that the resurrectic
is a comprehensive graceful act of God that transcend leuima IBpaation.

Two thoughts

Firstly, the coming of the Lor@attmeisidas Christologicil orientation. The main
point is not about the individual survival after death but of the risen Christ
supreme transformative act of resurrestiencexilt is not about how worthy a
person is that finally his immortakseivesternal reward or eternal punishment.

The human centric idea of rapture h
in the Nightoé, OAf Dtilse abe asSTth@ nared 6t
't often |l eads to wild speculation

condition and response.
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Secondly, the coming of the Lord is communal in essence. Our Christian he
founded upon the oeative work of Christ in reconciling humanity. A more famil
term we use is the Kingdom of God when Christ will reign asikiag/Wwheee
should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of Gc
Fathe®(Phippiang:1011). All things will be revealed where believers can rejoice
affirmation and Hoslievers can banish their doubts. We know not the time but :
called to be watchful (Ma24:42); be prepared like a wise bride@@&tt13)

and be faithful steveafidlatiew25:1430).

This passage is an excellent message of consolation toeatydpeckals. Yet
it is also an invitation for look beyond and transcend our broken heartedness

inclusiveness and eventioml ful fil me
Ponder

AEvery parting gives a foretaste of
the resurrection. o6 (Arthur Schopenh

Promjse
ifnWe | ive and die; Chri st died and |
Prayer
We donot know what we wi | | hear . T h

much we do know: we want to be here whenever you come. Make us ready,
(Anne Osdieck)

TN O—
Article by the Reverend Joshua Ongi car of St J®Raul 6s C
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March 12, 20211 ThessaloniaBbsk3
Like a thief in the night

fNow, brothers and sisters, about times amtedbiewt need to write
to youfor you know very well that the day of thélllarohe like a

thief in the nigkithile people are sayin@,Peace and
s a f d@estyctian will come on them suddetdpour pains on a
pregnant woman, and they will not estape £8)L Thes:

It has been more than a year since our life was first disrupted because of the C
19 pandemichA ases such as finew norm, 0 0
checko are now part of our daily vo
things to go back to how they useditaibere we could travel abroad, meet
physically as a churod aot have to wear a mask whenever we go out. How mu
longer must we wait for that day? Some may put their hopes in the availability of
so that life can be normal again.

Our present circumstances may not be too different from the sitsatfi@ni¢a.The
Faced with trials and persecutioAl@:34 ) , t he Thessal oni
disrupted since they became followers of Jesus. At the same time, a numlt
believers grieved for the death of their loved oi83. (AtitBughout hiselleto

the Thessalonians, Paul keeps reminding them of their ultimate hope in Christ
coming again, as we read in our text today (see also 1:10; 2:197358:33%:15

Yet others, instead of pl acimagbd t(hteh
Peace of Rome) ushered in by Caesar Augustus that resulted in the ecor
prosperity of the Roman Empire. Pa

Romanadéd should never be their hope
againsCOVIEL9. The peace and safety that the world offers are at best tempore

Paul 6s message to the Thessal oni ans
important to turn our attention to the true King in our lives. We live in difficult tin
ofus, in some ways, have experienced trauma in the current pandemic. Some
lost our jobs. Some of us have had our income slashed and we know of people
through mental health issues. Some of us wonder where God is as we navigate 1
these storma our lives. Yet, throughout the trials, let us not place our hope in
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vaccine or the peace that the world offers but in Jesus himself, who will surely
one day O6li ke a thief in the night&
faithful to him, and be ready for his return.

Ponder

Are we ready for the return of Jesus?

Promise

ifSee, | am coming soon é | am t he [/

beginning and thl8) end. 06 (Revelation

Prayer

Everlasting Father, your Son Jesus Christ will soon come again: help us fix oL
on him, the author and perfector of our faith, so that we will be ready to meet hir
he comes. In the naméestisye pray. Amen.

Article by the Reverend Dr Lim Kar Yong, Lecturer in New Testament Studies, [
of Postgraduate Studies, and Director for the Centre for Bible Engagement at S
Theoloji Malaysia, Seremban.
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March 13, 2021 Thessaloniaf8
Light or darkness?

ABut since we belong to t
let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate,
and the hope of salvation e
(1 Thessalonians 5:8)

Areyou afraidofo c kr oaches? Ever wondersed wh
us in dark places or at night? That
are afraid of light. They are also noctsegtdemerging at night to hunt and eat.

However, todaybés Bible reading r emi
Christ are children of the day and of the light. We do not belong to the night
darknessl(Thessalonian®&bGod has graciously rescued us from the dominion ¢
darknesand brought us into the kingddhe Son he loveswhom we have

redemptiothe forgiveness of sins (Colossian$4}:Tahr ough Jesus
death for sins, we have been saved
salvation on the I&sy is assured. Hence, we are not surprised by His return
Thessalonians j:@ut instead, are called to live lives in anticipation of this great [

Unlike those who are of the night, who live in spiritual slumber and dfunken s
following theakvn evil and sinful desires, chasing after the fleeting pleasures of
world and failing to recognize that there will be a day of reckoning when King
returns to judge the living and the dead, we are called to be awaké& and sol
Thessalonian$y).

What does spiritual awalkes s and sobriety | ook [
battle each and every day of our lives. As a people belonging to God, our lives
be characteed by faith, hope and love (1 Corinthians 13:13).uHanirtbep
breastplate of faith and love, we hold fast to our faith in Jesus and the assura
Godobds |l ove for us i n him, even as w
in the body of Christ and for our fellow neighbours. The hope whidivat

have in Jesus is to be our helmet, which guards us against temptations and he
withstand | ifeds maddJhessaanianBh:c ul t t r i
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May we as children of the day, declare the praises of the one who aflled us
darkness into his marvellous light (1 Peter 2:9)

Since we belong to the day, let us journey in the light, putting on faith, hope ar
as our armour for the fight.

Ponder

Do you |live in anticipation of Jesu

Promise

Even as wieve as children of the day, we look forward to the day when King Jesu
return to rule and reign forever.

Prayer

Lord, please help me to live in readinesse ager and joyf ul
return. Amen.

— T4 IO

Article by Marianne Liaw Sook Huei, a youth ministry worker with Scripture
Peninsular Malaysia
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March 14, 20211 ThessaloniaB$911
Awake or asleep?

fiFor God did not appoint us to suffebwiretlieceive salvation
through our Lord Je€isistHe died for us so that, whether we
are awake or asleep, we may live together Whikrafore
encourage one anotnad build each otherjugt as in fact you
are doing 0 Thessalonians 8:9)

Some days the alarm clock goes off in the morning, and it feels like a sudden ar
awakening from our sweet slumbers, when we would rather be asleep than aw:

Awake or asleep are two very different state§ efdaiegdier one or the other.
When we are awake, we are conseiease aware of ourselves and others, and of
the world around us. But when we are asleep, we are unconscious and unaw
ourselves and our surroundings.

In chapters 4 & 5, Paul refers tovthos&re awake and those who are asleep in two
different ways: Firstly, in the metaphorical sense: thofssigbparethose who

are deadl(Thessaloniadd315)- by contrast those whoraveaké are those

who are still alidieThessaloniadd5).

Secondly, Paul uses the words with a spiritual sense: he refers to some wt
humanly alive but asleep (dead) to spiritual tedligssgloniab®); whereas

Paul means that the Thessalonians are not to be asleep, but humanly alive of
and awake (alive) to spiritual things.

Those who are spiritually awaké& ar
ThessaloniasB); these are the people who are living in the light and belong to
day. On the other hand, those who arelg@ste@p, are unprepared when Christ
returns; these are people living in darkness, who belong to the night. To be
sleeping when we should be awake surely causes shame.

Paul is reminding and encouraging the Church that they are to be awake, ale
prepared for Christdés coming, and c
through Chrigt9). He reminds and encourages the Church that this is a salvationr
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all those who are in Christ, whether awake or asleep, living or depaméd, beca
the death and resurrection of the LordwIE3uand it is the glorious prospect of
being with Christ always with which we can encourage dqué&B&nother

I remember the school teacher who
meaningtpay attention in the | esson! Tt
awake and attentive and standing firm in their faith and hope, so that they will n
out on the coming salvation. Is he getting our attention?

Do we need a reminder aboutdhgers of being asleep to Godsual,
complacent, contrary in our Christian living?

Ponder
Am | awake or asleep to the presence of God, awake or asleep to hear and resj
his voice, awake or asdommgp to | ivin
Promise

fiHe died for us so thatve may live togethertiith 6 (1 Thessal on

Prayer

Lordkeep us watchful and faithifig gervice as we wait for our salvatiem.

NI O

Article by the Rev David Cox, head of the Diocesan Spiritual Formation Platfo
Spiritual Director of Wellspring Re
Church, Taiping (19888 and 202815).
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March 15, 20211 Thessaloniahsl213
RECOGNISE SPIRITUAL LEADERS

AnAnd we urge you, bret hren, t o 1
you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem
them very highly in Il ove for th
yourse ves. 0 -13

These verses command us as Christians to Recognise Leadership. We are !
recognise those who are our church leaders, to esteem them very highly in lov
to be at peaedth them. As a motivation to do so, we are called to consider the v
they do among us.

Recognising Our Spiritual Leaders The wor d transl ated
Aknowo | iterally means "to see, to
with purpose; to understand, to know. How much do we pray for them?

Esteeming Our Spiritual Leadérbe wordto estee means fit o t hi
to judge, to governo. It is an exho
Paul also gives us the manner in wh

The Command to be At Pea&ethe end of verse 13amecommanded: "Be at
peace among yourselves." This can be translated "cultivate peace with them"; ir
our pastors/ elders. I f we regard th
peace with them.

But how can we do this? Paul also gikiegight motivation and points to the work
they do.

The Motivation for Obedience P a u | says it is dAfor
described in terms of three things:

a) TheirLabour Paul speaks oft hiheifrl a@idlabroa
to the point of fatigue. Being a pastor is no 9 to 5 job! It is more like 24 by 7!

b) Their Leadership Paul says theyilartee rfiad v eyr
befor e, to preside, to maint ae.We be
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watch our leaders more than we know. It is in serving others well that we recog
true spiritual |l eader . Many (1l eader
not generate recognition of true spiritual leadership.

c) Their TeachingPausk ays t hey fAadmoni sh youo.
caution or reprove gently, to warno
is part of teaching.

The work of pastors or elders is spiritual work; it is work for eternity. This does nc
that every spiritual leader is always right in everything. Abraham, Moses, Dav
Peter made mistakes in their words and deeds. A wise pastor knows he is made
and will admit when he is wrong or when he needs expert counsel. If they h
submt to Godods will, profound bl essi

Ponder

In our society do we give the highest regard to those with the most important
How highly do we regard the work of the ministry? Why does the Lord consider
important?

Promise

A...to equip the saints for the wo
(Ephesians 4:12).

Prayer

Lord, may our spiritual leaders serve in love and be ever ready to forgive. An
each one of us recognisasititual leaders, appreciate them, and love them, as yc
| ove the church for which yowepguave
Amen.

TN CITO—
Article by Mr Jaccob Thomas, a member of Peace Community Church, Buki
Kuala Lumpur and a Boardorem of St . Pawul 6s Theol
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March 16, 20211 Thessaloniahsl415

Warn the idle and disruptive

AAnd we urge you, brotheaemds and s
disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the patiekt

with everyonéviake sure that nobody pays back wrong for
wrongbut always strive to do what is good for eaghdotber

everyone else. (1 Thessalonians 518}

Besides QVIBLY, there is another magtional health menace; another viral
menacedengue. I't is an insidious di se
comes via a little mosquito bite that you may notdedyarrédtien attacks you
from within. Then, when you need to Ing dirislof fluids to manage and to recover
from it, dengue makes you nauseous, severely hampering you in the very thir
need to be doing. Without medical attention, it can lead to death.

I n stark contrast t o Yy edconemerniathodesvhap a
work hard, Paul here urges the Thess@mizmnto warn those who are idle and
disruptive. They seem to be a perennial problem, for they are also mentione
Thesalonian8. They are able to work but choose not to. Instead, they depend or
welfare of the church.

Worse still, they disrupted the essential teaching of the gospel. The teaching
gospel was crucial to this very young church because they wenmaipregedsly

in the pagan cults and beliefs of metropolitan Thessalonica, and presently
significant opposition to their faith. So, the idlers and disruptors were hamperi
church in the very thing they needed to be doing. In this way, tbisidEEsnd
are like dengueis therefore right and important that Paul wrote to the Thessalol
Church to warn them.

In this Lenten season, as we reflect on the life of Jesus, we are reminded that
himself admonished those who got in thehigamiofstrythe Pharisees, yes,
certainly; but also, Peter [ie\at6:23) and even his own family (MafidB:20
Such was Jesusd6 focus and resolve i
down his life on the cross. Therefore, Idbasssed, standing firm in the Lord as
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we carry out the will of the Father, and be careful not to be disruptive to the min
the church.

Finally, let us alfoe ncour age the disheartened
everyone. Make sure that ryopaygs back wrong for wrong, but always strive to d
what is good for ealwh45.t her and for

Ponder

Have we been disruptive in any way to the ministry of our church? Have our tee
become more about-kelp offeeling good, than the transforming power of the
gospel? Our fellowship groups become more abapt aradchhithat, than
encouraging one another in the faith?

Promise

Jesus sai d, AfFor whoever Waherandsistee w
and mothero (Matt 12:50)

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the privilege of serving you and your churc
that you have shown us, through your Son, to be always devoted to carrying o
will. Help us, throyglur Spirit, to follow his example as we serve you faithfully, to
glory of your name.

A

Article by Mr Daniel Chai, a member of the Diocesan Standing Committee. He w
at St Paul 6s Church, Petaling Jaya.
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March 17, 20211 Thessaloniahsl618
GODG6S WILL FOR YOU

fRejoice alwaysay continualgiye thanks if @rcumstances;
for this is Godéas will for
(1 Thessalonians 518

Paul was coming to the end of his first letter to the Thessalonians. Paul listed
exhortations one after another in short, succinct manner. Many of these are refl
of his specific concernghel hessaloniathurche.g.,respect spiritualtiaority,
repri mand t h evithivronh fer,wrodgoTinén the caneettoavérdels ®
18whereundbei nspi ration of the Holy Spir
and 6constantlydé6 do: be jtoybul s ©Bod
them that is found in Christ Jesus.

Always be joyfubecause God has done so much for us in Christ Jesus. N
circumstances can ruin this. God will continue to do exceedingly great and wo
stuff for us and more than whatwaskaor imagine (Ephesians2320rhink

about these things and our attention will turn to Christ and our hearts begin to |
Joy (or happiness as | prefer to call it because we can relate to being happy be
something less movable, legfieéess boastful, than temporary pleasures of life
And amazingly God wants us to be happy (many Christians struggle with this
because it doesndét sound biblical).

Alwaysprayinpec au sldelnée t Gbeounwmrason we donot
is because we depend on ourselves for solutions and sustenance, and not Goc
truly livéforhim, we would learn that prayer is the only lifeline we needdo cling c
amidst the rough sea of itimgl waves and predastiarks. After a while of
praying as our lifeline, praying later becomes natural to us, an automation, a cc
companion of comfort and joy. What to pray? Everything! From thanksgivi
emergency requests, from critge béart to silence afgrateful heart. Church
traditions have provided a rich source of contemplative prayers that we can €
egfiJesus Prayer 0 of andbestriigl satyeerrmm @rf t |
monks frotheUnited Stateathel1970s.
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Giving thanks in all circumstandes an amazi ng #Awil | 0
he is sovereignly in control of all things and still favingaldnhi s mi nd .
becausée is working things out for us in lovan&6ra8). And tihatwill never
leavenor forsake us. Giving thanks is remedy to our resentment and provide he
to our bruised soul. Giving thanks humbles us and gives peace to our troublec
Remember t 6s f or al | c i r csuomrspoveerut Anglican Tt
exertion.

The Thessalonians had their fair share of persecution from outside and battle

inside, from issuedbehaviouso cor e t heol ogi cal one
and bodily r esur r asingle thimg.abo the spitituralkeraalityd
they had experienced in Christ Jesu

always praying and always giving thanks.

Ponder

What are the current circumstances that are stopping yoghfappypperaying
and thanking God always?

Promjse
Know t hat it i s Godobés wild|l for us t
Prayer

Teach me and enable me, Lord God, to do these three things constantly in my

ST O

Article by the RBv Richard Lah ChefromSt Geor ge 6 s Haslaur ct
team member of the Diocesan Spiritual Formation PGiEstmPfaysiciam
private practiead was formeyofessor dfiedicine in twmiversities in Malaysia.
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Mart 18, 20201 Thessaloniahsl 922
Do not quench the spirit

fDo not quench the Spirit.
Do not treat prophecigth contemput test them all;
hold onto whatisgooéd,j ect every kind of
(1 Thessalonians 52

My favourite sdfink is 1G0.USI believe it is one of the leading brands in isotonic
drinks and very popularly promoted in sports events. This soft drink recipe was
by Fraser and Neave Limited or better known as F&N in conjunction with its 10(
of presenda Asia in 1983. It has citrus fruits content which is very refreshing. Co
indoors after a time of scorching heat outdoors or resting after some strer
exercisgyou feel a longingddall glass of cold BQUSo quench the thirst of the
physial body. If you will imagine with me, after a time of sportshectpaities
perspirgheavily, you long for a rest to recharge and replenish the salt and bodily
lost. 10BLUSSs a very inviting companion. Gulp it doiek or sloand you are
refreshed. Then, s Fhatispvhat hmppeng whgnéour thiest id
quenched.

However, we do not want to quench the Holy Spirit. Instead, we want an er
longing for more and more of the Spirit in our lives. The contrast vgeodmgous.
quenchedye withdraw into a state of comfort, relaxation, and lethargy.

When Paul wrote that to the Thessdlbuiah, these verses were part of his
concluding address. As he concluded, he wanted to stress some very importan
that his audience could remember; points to guide them in their daily living as vic
Christians; points that can lead themwtadggper in faith. These important

reminders he conveyed to them. One,
prophecies with c¢cont e noptowhatid godejects t  t
every kind of evil .o

Paul wanted to exhort thievmk to keep thirsting for the Holy Spirit. He wanted t
affirm the necessity of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believel
wanted to assure them that the presence of the Holy Spirit is needed to disce
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works of God. Prophecies amtroversial these days during this {®pVID
pandemic season. How do Christians discern the will of God in prophecies and t
prophecies? Paul told the Thessalimiash to constantly thirst for the Holy Spirit
to enable them to discern cgrtriottling on to what is good, and allowing the Spir
of God to lead thenivibat no eye has seetat no ear has heard, and what no
human mind has conceivele things God has prepared for those whooldve him
Cointhian2:9)

Ponder

In the midst of challenges the church ergobater we unconsciously or
consciously queedthe Holy Spirit when we expect events to unfold as we imag
theyshouldor do we let go and let God take charge to do great wonders we can r
imagine?

Promijse
fBurely the Sovereigmddoes nothing without revealing his plan to his servants tt
prophets. ( Amos 3: 7)

Prayer
Lord, teach us to constantly thirst for yarénobur lives. Teach us to never limit

whatyou can do in and through us. Teach us to surrendgototatlyda alone.
Amen.

—OTCH IO

Article bpeaconess Dr Tan Swee Seavorks with the indigenous people groups
in Malaysia and currently lectukes& in Seminari Theoloji Malaysia
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March 19, 2021 ThessaloniaB2328
The one who calls you is faithful

ifMay God hi ms e lsanctify tydu éhrouglo and o f p ¢
through. May your whole spiriarsdtdody be kept blamedéss

the coming of our Lord Jesus Chhistone who cajtsu is

faithfuland he will do it. Brothers and sisters, pragifeetusl|

Godbés peopl échage yon betore the Long to kaves s .

this letter read to all the brothers and sisteracd loé @ur Lord

Jesus Christ be with.y§L Thessalonians 5283

I n St ephen Cofvidahitd of Highty Effectivze IPedplai Nok2,is
fBegin with the End in Milige thrust of his thesis is simple. If we know the ent
result of whate hope to achieve, that determines ouraatioast He had an
exercise where the reader is asked to write the epitaph on their own tombstone
is it you want to be known for at the end of your life? Some examples would i
wanting to live a legacy as a faithful husband, loving fatheerad. IGyal life
mission should then ideally be to take proactivaechémsthose goals.

For the Apostle Paul, the end, the second coming of Chrishdet€hristeans
are to conduct their lives right now. How they are to live thdierinieeds e
their relationship with the heavenly Father.

He bemsby drawing their attention to the God that they worship. He is God whc
not only called them into his family but also faithful in fulfilling his promises for t
is about who God is

Who is the God that they were called to worship@Gtelisf peace. He is the
God who will sanctify and keep them blameless. These are acts of God in thei
who desires that they live lives of holiness. The motivation to adoptlihisgpattern ¢
is simply that Christ is coming backvef®in (

Their right focus on who God is will enable them to walk the faith journey to the
their lives or when Clwiliteturn This faith journey is one of trusting Gdikto do
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work in our dig. It idis Spirit that we dependoma dai |l y basi s.
Christ cruci fi ediéprdmsaforuswe sing and

The book then ends with an exhortation on how the believers are to live witt
other. It is a reminder forstmifellowship centred upon Christ. He called then
brothers and sisters. He asked that they prayeds#5)hide (emphsss the
importance of greetingeach dtiee y ar e t ov26). iHe directedithad |
they are to read this lettente and allZ 7 ) . He ends by pr
upon thenv28). We therefore see a beautiful and warm picture of how believer:
to live their lives. It is Christian community, and never alone.

Ponder

What is my understanding of the God | worship? Am | driven to prayrand prai
for who he is and not merely fohsvbah give me?

Promise

He who calls you is faithful. It is a promise to cling onto in both good and chall
times.

PI‘ayer

Almighty and Eternal Father, we ask that you help us to live a life marked by
with both men and women, dedicaeekingour holiness and desiring that you
will return soon. Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus.

Article byheReverend Tan Meng Poo, Paktéosanna Anglican Church, Johor
Bahru. A lawyer by trjnhe itheSenioWice President, Asia PaaifitCountry
Director, Malaystaur Daily Bread Ministries.
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March 20, 2022 Thessaloniaist4
Grace, peace & tha nksgiving

i P a u land Tighothyare the church of the Thessalda@hsur Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you from God the Father a
the Lord Jesus Christ. We ought always to thank Gdatdtrey®wind
sistersand rightlso, because your faith is growing more and more, and the
love all of you have for one another is incfebseng. e f or e , amo
churches we boasbut your perseverance andrfaththe persecutions

and trials you ar e e(2 dhessalonians-41

1. Godds | ove :®Oordodfalavays rhirfisteds hislavesand faithfulnes:
tous as our Heavenly Fatherdw.1 |t i s steadfast anit
or 6small 6 our personal <circumstanc
nor how overwhelming atfesngs we might be. We need to be more resilient ar
adept in discerning Goddéds fatherly
all circumstances.

2. The central work of Jesus Chri€ur faith, our spiritual life and all Christian
workis based on the foundation of the unique and supreme work of our Lord .
Christ (vv-2). It then follows that the Christian faith, life and work exist and ope
for the purpose of perpetuating and accentuating this foundation. This was ine
true in the unique circumstances of the Thessalonian Church, and this will hold
our unique circumstances and that of our respective churches.

3. Goddés gracberahdvpeaoperate and de:
abundantly and suffiggenta vai | abl e for us. As we
we should minister to others, encou
work, as what Paul, Timothy and Silas did for the Thessalonian Church. As Chr
we also live, operated work in peace with God, and relate to one another with t
peace. This peace comes to us from God through the work of Jesus Christ, wh
giver of Godoés p e apaaee which passes all uhdeBt@anding
(Philippians 4:7).

4. The importance of thanksgivings Christians, whether we realize it or not,
Goddés presence, power and work is ¢
sense his hand and his work upon our lives, and give praise and thanks to hin
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irpressi ble praise and thanksgiving

to impede and derail us. We also need to give thanks to God for his same pre
power and work that we might see and sense in the lives of other Christians. Thi
greatly encourage these other Christians, as Paul, Silas and Timothy did fc
Thessalonian Christians (v.3 cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:2, 2:13, 3:9; 2 Thessalonian:

5. Giving Christian testimony Whenever we discern
and gracieuwork in our lives, it is important and necessary for us to testify to otl
We also need to give testimony when we see or hear the same happening in tf
of other Christians. Testimonies ab
brirg glory to God and edification to@#tostians. It also presents a good witness,
and brings encouragement, t€hostians.

Ponder

Our Christian faith and conviction:
consider and reflectlmn d¢onstraints and challenges we face as Christians, and c
responses to it, in the light of the above passage.

Promise

When we can respond favourably and spiritually to the above considerations, a
Silas and Timothy did witf liessalonian Church, our Christian lives will blosson
our Christian fellowship will be enriched and our churches will flourish!

Prayer

Almighty God, inspire and guide us to be ministering and encouraging servan
instruments of yours. Enabte edify one another, and contribute to the growth a
our respective churches and the advancement of your Kingdom on earth, throu
Son Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

BN o—
Article by the Rever énglcaniChurch,pbhe Reiala n
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March 21, 2022 Thessaloniais510
God is just

fAll thisisevidertceh at Godbés judgment i s righ-
worthyf the kingdom of God, for which you are sGitefiisgustie wilpay

back trouble to those who troubdegaive relief to you who are troubled, and

to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealedifrom heave
blazing firwith his powerful angdés.will punishose who do not know
Godand do natbey the gospel of our Lord JEseg.will be punished with
everlasting destructod shut out from the presence of treddrdm the

glory of his migin the dalye comes to be gloriiirekis holy people and to be
marvelled at amongdhtalse who have believed. This includes you, because you
believed our testimony tayou. (2 Thessalonians-1%

Have you, like most people in the world, had a tough year? Or perhaps you hav
mistreated unfaidly someone. At various times we all long for justice and f
everything to be put right. The Christians in Thessalonica did not have it easy. .
had planted the church there but had been forced to leave them within just three
due to persecutidiis young community of believers now faced trials and hards
without Paul and without even having the New Testament to read. Therefore
writes this second letter of encouragement to them with words that still spe
powerfully to us today. trvetses for today, what encouragement does Paul give’

Firstly, he reassures us that there will be justice, everything will eventually be p

He writes that fAGod is justo. Justi
loving. Godisvle, whi ch means he candt just
bad, unfair stuff in the worl d. Le

reassurance as you face challenges in life.

Secondly, Paul explains that we might have talta#tijustice to be done. He
writes, AThis wil.| happen when the
Some things wil/ only be put right
i mpatient i f s o metheywillibendpatwitheverdually.y e t

Thirdly, we read that this ultimate justice comes in the form of a person, in th
Jesus Christ. Love has two aspects to it, justice and mercy. Justice demands a |
be paid for wrongdoing, including our sins.sigests that we who deserve
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punishment be set free. If God is love, how can he fulfil bothia$pest o

can he fulfil perfect justice and perfect mercy in the world? The answer is the ¢
Jesus. Only at the cross do justice andn@et.cihis Lent ponder how on the cross
Jesus paid the penalty for your sin and my sin, for the sin of all injustice, and y
took our place so that we might be set free and forgiven.

Finally, Paul reminds us that this good news of comingjjusiicain fme. He
says, iThis includes you, because
believe and put their trust in Jesus, judgement is not something to fear but son
to look forward to as you will stand before the Lord, rightodidoigien
because of the cross. And remember, in the end all will be well, so if right now a
well, then that means itds not the

Ponder

Jesusdeatlon theerosdswhereperfect love, justice and merety me

Promise

As Paul write§his includes yowld dn to the fact that you are forgiven and need
not fear justice being done because of your faith in Jesus and his death on the
for you.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you that your Son died for me, so that | can be forgive
righteous in your sight. | prayitpab n  J e sheiwsodld puteall thimgs right,
make amends for every wrongdoing, and in the /pkssiveould you give me
the patience and streng®ment o endur e

N

Article byhe Reverend Miles Toulmin, Vicar of Holy Trinity Bukit Bintang, K
Lumpur. Miles is alsoBRkecutive Director of Alpha Asia Pacific.
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March 22, 2022 Thessaloniaris1112
We constantly pray for you

“With this in mind, we constantly pray tbayour God may make

you worthgf his callingnd that by his power he may bring to fruition
your every desire for goodamedsyour every deed prompted by
faithWe pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you,and you in him, according to the grace of aumdGloel Lord
Jesus Christ. o (2 Thessalonians 11P)

As a young Christian, | remember going through prayer calendars for miss|
organisations and for missionaries. | would tick them off as | went along. Fast f
thirty years and now my prayers are for my family and my church community; th
of ninistry of which | am involved with. Occasionally, | would go online to missi
organisations |ike Operation Worl d
Union and catch up on their news and pray for their needs. There is a lot we ca
fromPaul about prayer today.

Paul 6s prayers for the Thmesbe wdrtiyrofi a n
Godés calling. This is such a tangi
be like Christ. It is a lifelong process which hegiws wccept Jesus as our Lord
and Saviour. Can you recall the moment you first surrendered your life to God
writes to the Thessalonians appealing for them to not be idle. Some had st
working because they thought that Jesus had alreadinc&ael agemindse

that ever since God has called them, he has been working in them in order th:
are worthy of his calling. This means we cannot become complacent; we need
a life worthy of the calling we have received.

Paul 6s the Ehgssalomansfacerinformed. Although Paul is not there
person, he is fully aware of their growing faith and perseverance under perse
Paul is able to continue to minister to the Thessalonians. He prays that God
bring to fruition theiely desire for goodness and every deed prompted by faith.
reminds them to follow his teaching so that they are not led astray by false te
but instead are prompted by the Spirit to delight in doing good. In the same w
need to pray that oumdans and hearts are in tune with what God has called us to
helping us to resolve issues in goodness and faithfully producing good work.
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Paul 6s prayers for the Thessal oni an
to be glorified in their livesthem in him. Paul echoes the prayer of Jesus which |
prayed for his di s dsyquisamsdydurs dremire; ahdil s
have been dJohma7lDWeeaeked to pray foheaah other that people
can see the glory dfukein our lives today. It is a process that must begin now if i
to be brought to its proper end when Jesus comes again.

Ponder

Are you praying for others? If not perhaps during this season, you can ask th
Spirit to lead you to prayparticular person or Christian organisation? Do you hay
anyone praying for you? Perhaps you can join a prayer group or even start on
need to pray for Goddés power .

Promise

il &f God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spiaih@dfopdove
and of seffiscipliné(2 Tinothyl:?)

Prayer needs seéiécipline. The Holy Spirit can infuse us with this spirit of love
others, for saliscipline to pray constantly, knowledgeably and purposefully unti
see Godos dinthediges of these veeaiayefor.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help us each day, especially during this season of Lent, to consta
our prayers up to fill the golden bowls of incense in heaven ehipgvBinits

with the words to pray now. May the glory of our Lord Jesus be seen in our lives
pray this in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amer

AT~
Article bylanet Clayton, Chairperson of the Board of Governors, Pudu Enc
Secondargc hool , Kual a Lumpur and a fina

Coll ege. She worships at KdabLuBpuul s 6
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March 23, 2022 Thessalonia2st4
The coming of the Lord

AfConcerning the c¢omand gur beihg our L
gathered to hime ask you, brothers and sistetdp become

easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedl§ from us
whether by a prophecyy word of mouth or by etesserting

that the day of the Lload already conieo n 6t | et anyone
youin any way, for that day will not come until theaehelion

and the man of lawlessigessvealed (2 Thessalonians-3)1

TheChristians in Thessalonica had been taught about the Day of the Lord when
returns in glory and power with his angels to gather the elect to himself. The col
the Lord had given them much comfort and hope. But there had been rumours
chuch, allegedly to be from Paul, that the day of the Lord had already come an
had missed the reunion with Christ. These rumours were causing significant di
Aunsettledd meaning fishaken, o | ike
surpge. They were undergoing such persecution, that they feared that they
missed the gathering together of the church.

Paul wrote to allay those fears, to encourage these suffering saints to persever:
midst of trials andstand firm and hold fast to the tedthing2 Thes.sal o
He reassured them that the coming of the Lord, and the church bé&irgimathered
would not come until two events first take place.

The first sign that Paul gives is that before Jesus returns, there will a great falling
the Greek wordaigostasie r om whi ch we get the wor
rebellion? Paul thmentions the man of lawlessness or the man of sin. He will opp
all who worship Ghd.wilinsteads et hi msel f i n inBeoped s
that a new temple will be built in Jerusalem but it can also mean that he will set
to be worgbped in the church, the new temple of God. He is also callddligte Anti
who will persecute the church. Many will die as martyrs but many will betray the
and fall away, fearing for their lives.
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Paul 6s f oc ulselieveshattthes twoeevaentswdll happer before the
Day of the Lord. While they wait, they ought to trust God and continue doing
rather than obsessing about the end.

In a world where we are increasingly beset by trials and tribulation, persecutic
suffering, fageachings and unbiblical doctrines, let us trust in the Lord with all
heart. Let us familiarise ourselves with the truth of Scripture and demonstrate
enduranc€&hristians do not need to live in fear

Ponder

While waiting for tmming of the Lord, in the midst of all the anxieties, we shol
remain calm, preparing our lives, encouraging our brethren, and spreading the

Promise

Jesus had warned us that those thatiimsvould inevitably go through tribulation.
Howevehe had sajdbe of good cheer, for | have overcome tidatwr|ti6:33)

Prayer

Heavenly Father, | pray that as we face these increasingly difficult times, | will p
endure the trials and tribulations for Christ's sake. Help me to stand fast in the 1
pray without ceasing, to rejoice in the Lord always, and incegiethirtiganks

and praigeAmen.

R

Article by CanonTaoh Soong Keghairman dtfieParochial Church Couritil
Peterds Chur ch Gynpeodiogist He i s a pract.i
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March 24, 2022 Thessalonians-25
The lawless one

AfiDo you not remember that when | w
you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time.
the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it wi
so untiléis out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom t
Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by
appearance of his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of S
with all power antséssigns and wonders, and with all wicked deception for thos
who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be sav
ThereforeSod sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what
false, in order that all may be condevhoedid not believe the truth but had

pl easure in unright-B2BIYysness. o (2 T

How should Christians feel when faced with increasing evil and persecution? /
overwhelmed by fear and uncertainty? Or are we cognisant ofutpostiniate p
the anticipated coming of the Uomd? t oday & s compmesdsha g e ,
Thessalonian believers forabeimual growth in faith and love despite experiencin
persecution. He encourages them to be assunéghtéahe judgment of God on
those who afflict the nessagd dtss judgment vallh
coincide with the coming of the Lord Jesus. However, Paul also sought to guide
who were misinformed of the timing
them bwhat must first take place. The overarching message is clear: The reve
of the lawless one is not only an event prior to the second coming of Jesus, its [
is to expose the utter depravity of both Satan and those who are perishi
anticipatn of their deserved condemnation and eternal destruction. If we, as
persecuted church have been overwhelmed by increasing maliciousness, we wi
well to be reminded of three important implications from this passage:

I The world is brought abowxpess its utter lawlessness and godlesshess
thereby exposing both the malicious scheming of Satan and the total depra
humankindyv8a,910).

I The second coming of the Lord Jesus will bring about obliteration of
lawlessness and gl the righteous judgment of God (v.8b)
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1 God sends a strong delusion to those who are perishing as they embrac
falsehood of Satan and refuse the truth, thereby confirming the path of
condemned state. (312).

Easier said than done, but in thefaccreasing evil and lawlessness, persecuted
disciples of the Lord Jesus all over the world would do well to move beyond de:
and wishful hope for deliverance towardsiafdkfoeti, Spieihabled posture of
strength and conviction that Gadwatily ensure salvation of his Church in the new
heavens and the earth, he will do so by first rooting out and obliterating any e
cannot stand in his presemnberefore, brothers and sisters in Christ, let us: (1
Persevere with the convittbrat comes i n the guaran
(2) Experience the joy of such hope
his Holy Spirit. (3) Commit wholeheartedly to the way of righteousness in the L

Ponder

In difficult times, especially when suffering as a Christian, have you prayed me
wishful hope or witispired conviction that God will make good on his word
completely triumph over evil and deliver his saints in glory?

Promijse
Commit to a I|life of discipleship tt
Ablind faith.o

Prayer

Righteous Father, even through the valley of the shadow of death, you are nc
with me to comfort and delivebmealso to destroy darkness, the unrighteous anc
lawless works of Satan. Help me to see your salvation as not just a per
deliverance from sin but a cosmic one whereby evil is obliterated everywhere,

presence. | namet pnagAménor d Jesusod
Article by the Reverend PaulLaa | ocal |l y ordained Pr

Cheras. His passion in ministry includes expository preaching and the expres
the Gospel message through artistic means.
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March 25, 2022 Thessaloma 2:134

Chosen firstfruits

fBut we ought always to thank God forogbers and sisters loved by
the Lord, because God chose you as fictieisavetthrough the
sanctifying work of the $pidtthrough belief in the tHehcalled
youto this through our gogpal, you might share in the glory of our
Lord Jesus Chrisb (2 Thessalonians 2143

Have you ever been so grateful for something that you could not stop thanking |
it?ltisndeed right and proper to be gr:
prayer exemplifies this attitude. His prayer also reveals hinpérdmn atbeired.

He is not just concerned with receiving praises for serving people or gaining a
of selffulfilment for having achieved some ministerial responsibility. Pau
passionately concerned for people and is elated when they grow in godliness «
hear the word of God and respond to it rightly. And if our thanksgiving is propor
tohow mportant something is to us, t£h
been incredibly dear to him for he gives thanks for them unceasingly (v.13). He
Christian brother who is deeply concerned for the sgiginglaf@lthers.

The contéxhelps us understand his joy. In chapter 1, he warns the Thessalon

about the reality of Godbs judgment
those who do not believe the truth and delight in wickedness who will suffe
judgment.Butlum ke t he O6man of | awlessnessb®6

for the Thessalonian Christians. They are those who are loved by the Lord Jes
chosen by God from the beginning o
probablybette t r ansl ated as O0the beginning
translation). They were chosen to be saved from their sins by God who set ther
(sanctified them) for himself through his Holy Spirit and through their believing tr
of trthh i the gospel of the Lord Jesus that was brought to them by Paul. And Gc
all this so that they might share in the glory of the Lord Jesus, which will be
manifested when he returns for his people.
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Ponder

Scriptures remind us repeatedly that God is holy and just and will not tolerate s
something that we need to remember. It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hand
angry God. Yet this season reminds us that he loves us so incredildiy much t
would send HBan to die for us. What amazing grace! It is only as we remember
wrath and mercy that we would be driven with Paul to be grateful to God for ch
to save us.

We also learned that to love others is to desire their grosithnasti@brigh
responding correctly to the word that they are taught. This then impresses on
importance of wanting to encourage others by helping them know God throu
word, praying that the word would take root in their hearts angigeatiefuks gi

to God when he grants that.

Promise

Faithcomesfrom hearing the message, and the messagetscegttie word
about Christ. Praise God for his promise that all who are appointed to eternal
believe.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank you for choosing us and enabling us through your $
trust in the gospel of the Lord Jesus for our salvation. We thank you for those wt
laboured in teaching us your word and have prayed for us to grow ip iisPlease |
to hold firmly to the truth of the gospel. Please help us to love others enough f
seriously the need to help them grow in the knowledge of your word and to p
them unceasingly as we wait for our blessed hope, the appearing @uhe glory
great God arghviour Jesus Christ.

AT —
Articldoy the Reverend Nick Loi is the Pastor of Christ Church, Ipoh.
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March 26, 2022 Thessalonians 2115
Hold fast to the Apostolic gospel

iS50 then, brothers aisters, stand fiamd hold fast to the teachiregs
passed on to yauhether by word of mouth or byMetyeour Lord Jesus
Christ himself and God our Fatherloved wnd by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good emopeyaggour hearts and
strengtheyou in every good deed and wior@@ Thessalonians 2115

Called to Stand FirfRaul concludes this section of his letter withédarall fiom

and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, espekby ouard or by

our lettér (. Whiskxhgrtation comes in the context of the threat of false teacl
dealt with earlier in chapier2tve ask you, brotherst to be quickly shaken in
mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken \edtel, seeming to be from us,

to the effect that the day of the Lord hadfitheatly, false teachers claiming to
speak for Paul hapread false teaching about the last days and the return of Chi
Having cleared up these matters, Paul urgehtiefast to the truth that he taught
them.

The danger of moving away from apostolic teaching to embrace aberrant
teachings is as real today as it was for the Thesgalocian/Vhether it be
Prosperity Teaching, falsely promising healthitanfiweaave enough faith, or
Liberal Teaching denying biblical sexuality by condoning homosexualty and sal
marriage, or Liberation Theology redefining the gospel in terms of social justice
of salvation from sin, false teachings abbuaedicth ur ch. Paul 6s
firm in apostolic teaching is one we need to hear.

How do we stand firm? Unlike the Thessalonian Gtluatép Wwad access to
Paul 6s s pld)kveerhavevaceess to(apostolic teaching only through t
writhgs of Paul and the other apostles in the New Testament. There is a great
then for all Christians to study the Bible and have a clear grasp of its truth. In
circles, the serious study of theology and Scripture has been displaced by an en
onspiritual experiences or pragmatic pragrdesigned to bring church growth.
Biblical literacy is low, and in many, placsening. But a superficial understanding
of the Scriptures puts the climpcbfound danger of being led astray. To stand firn
and hold fast to the Scriptures, we must know them thoroughly.
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Transformed by the Trutbiitimately, Paul grounds his enoédhat the church

will stand firm in God himself. He prays$riigésé Now may our I
Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfc
good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish tigewdinvevery
and wordlt is God, through the grace and love of the gospel, who will so comfol
hearts that they bring forth every good work and word. Here we see why a clea
of the gospel is so crucial. Because it is only the true gospeirtgatr&uddope

to our hearts and lasting transformation to our lives.

So, let us hold fast to the gospel, that God may do his transforming work in our
and lives.

Ponder

Do you have a deep gr asdpeparthisyeamrdd 6 s w

Promise
God promises to comfort our hearts and transform our lives through the gospel

Prayer

Pray that God will enable you to stand firm in the truth.

A

Article by the Reverend Tim Ni€witgat SiGe or ge 6 s Ch uigac h,
committee memlef t he Di oc e s &pis Qdrried td SievnViurs
and they have three children.
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March 27, 2022 Thessalonians-3:1
Seeking Pray ers

As folother matters, brothers and sigtaysfor uhat the message

of the Lomhay spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with
youAnd pray that we may be delivered from wicked and doil people,
not everyone has faitht the Lordfaithfuland he will strengthen you

and protect you from the evil one. (2 Thessalonians-3)1
l't is pretty common nowadays to hea
for me. o |t may baseafindidduadsoequeedtingipraygrs fer

physical or spiritual healing or even corporate request for guidance upon the
and her leadership, for example, guidance in nominating a new dioddsan bish
electronic media has made this all thpassitde but the question is whether we
merely pay lip service to such a request or really pray for the other person(s)? F
Christians, t he phr asleaclidhd bue%t. faul fydly a
believed in it. We see that poimetiljhesdonian8: 13.

Paul closes his second letter to the Thessalonians by seeking prayers for his mi
team particularly for Silvanus and Tim&hy ( ) . It reveals F
need of God and the impoetasfthe praysrof thesaints on our ministries.
Unfortunately, much Christian work is determined by dependence on the str
employed and in the dynamic personalities of people rather than on a pr
dependence on t h efakamntruded mighelybgthelard andyet
he humbly sought the prayer of the saints in Thessalonica.

The content of their prayer is twofold anprteilere ultimately related to the
progress of the gospel, even though the second request erasmatihatpis
deliverance fraimreasonable and evil men, for all have &@Et3faXfhe first
request is that the message of gospel may spread progressively but in view of
that Satan and this world are always at work to hindegthevhielssad Paul to
seek a second request. The message scored amazing success amon
Thessalonians (1 Tldssiand.:5, 6, 8; 2:13.) Paul and his team wanted this to &
replicated.
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Paul quickly turns to focus on the Ldid &ithfulness whicimguour attention to

t he fbei nglisclafacter. While theverad many who do not have faitt
the Lord and may oppose the gospel and its messengers, we can rest in th
becausée is faithfandtrustworthy. And this Lordstihdierdyou andproted

you from the evil 6ne (Bro.t3h) .t hese verbs are cal
portray that which is true of the Lord at any time.

Ponder

Do | really pray when people ask me to?

Promise
AThose who sow with tears wil!/ rea
carrying seed to sow, wild/l return w
(Psalmi26:56)
Prayer

AAbba, our Loving He awkwardandobratterhptsmay
be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the One who hears it and not in
who says it, help us to believe that our prayers do make a differdimegndén Jesus
Amen. 0

fadapted and paraphaeased from Max L

NI O

Article by the Right Revei@ndason Selvaraj, Area Bishdpe®&outhern
Peninsula and Vicar of Christ Church, Malacca.
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March 28, 2021ohn 12:126 Palm Sunday
PALM SUNDAY

"The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jes
was on his way to Jerusdlaey took palm brancies went out to meet

hi m, shouting, i Ho s a n nrarme oBtheeLerd. e d i
Bl essed i s Jedusfoukdiayangaddnkey and saten itl a it is
written: A Do n o seelyaurkimg is camdepted oba u g h't
d o n k e yAbfist his disciplesdlid not understand@tilyhéser Jesus

was glorifiedid they realize that these things had been written about him anc
that these things had been done 'to him. (John 12:1P6)

Today the church worldwide, celebrates Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday commen
the triumphant arrival of Christ into Jerusalem days\zeftarée crucified.

Crowds of peofitdiowedthim waving palm branches and piisiag king. What
was running t hhesawghis puble swaclantatibimoVesled s a
deceived by this popular outpouring and acclhernsupidse that at last, after
their rejectioniwin for so lodghey were now going to adoepas their Messiah?
No!he knew it was only the outburst of a day. He knew this was but the first
ofhis last journey to the cergs as he heard the shouts of the @rélvol,s a n n a
Blessed is he who comes inthemdmet he L or d! thefetwasaki n (
undertone ringindis ear, and the words of the undertorie were

fRide on, ride on in majé@stpwly pordpide on to die!

To Jesus the triumphal entry set the scene for the prophecy fulfémaintoo® Zech
It meant going to a cross, not an earthly throne. It was a declaration of his Messi

As we participate this morning in the ritual of waving palm branches, processil
praising God, seeing in uogearly2000ydaéss
ago and Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, there are many things that sta
Of these there are three we must b@adin

FirstJesusimself was setting crucifixion in motRemember this is the first time
Jesus allged the people to préise as King. In allowing the people tohpmgise
he had angered the Jewish and Roman leaders thus orchestrating the situatic
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setting things in motion for the Passion Week. He was coming posavesiexas
by Zechariah.

SecondlyJesus was being selected as the PassoveAd dadus was riding in
and the peopl e wer & wha cpmes in thé tdmes ol then ¢
Lord, 0o unknown to them they were se
only satfice that could take away the sin of the world.

FinallyJesus was marchingisodeath, arté knew.iAndase r ode, Jes
would have first been focused on glbisffather. Thems thoughts would have
been directed on thhediad come to save. He would have seen our faces, knowi
that witholis deathhe would have to watch us die, for we were born sinner:
hopeless, and condemned already. Whatever Jesus was thinkiagvidmnday,
going to let anything stand betweendis beloved children.

Ponder

When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it wagiaptbshe world, 'l love you.'
Billy Graham

Promise

~ I

nél o, am with you aMatthew 280 even t o

Prayer

Merciful Father, as we enter Holy Week, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, an
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Stir up within us the gift of faith tl
may not only pmlsm with our lips, but may follown the way of ttress. In

Jesu$ n Ammes. .

SN CITTO—
Article byvisEsther Richards, Editor of the Diocesan Anglican M8&seigger
currently involved in coordinahing

Petaling Jaya.
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March 29, 2022 Thessalonians-3:4
Confidence ?

fWe have confidencehe Lord that you are doing and will continue
to do the things we commdag.the Lord direct your hizdots
Godobés | ove and. CiThHessdlodians-F)4er sever

Confidence is often easily misunderstood. It can appear at best presumptuous,

worst, hubristic (full of pride). O
your value, withoGumpebvobongeyeoear dwo
under wear . It is useful to have, bu
I n todaybs scripture, we see an int

think of confidence as an attribute rooteseineforwho were or what we will

da However, Paul writes about a different conficheniteat is rootedtie Lord

and for who the church is, andhvelyaill do. The best way to know if our confidence
is prideful is to know who our confidence is in. Lenfidenoecto others, entrust
themi and you will see fruit in other branches of the tree.

Here in these verses, we see a model for how Christian leadership works: fir
clarity of the command. Second, the confidence of its completion bygthers. N
we can do as leaders can be done alone. The Lord uses people to build peop
he is coming back for his Church, a collective of individuals united in love and
The only way we can do his will and complete his work is to empower other ¢
and invite them on this journey of
than a mindset of O0Omed.

The | eadership |l esson in Paulds wor
Empower another person, raise a team, entrust tlesponsibilities and allow
them to make mistake® that they may grow in doing the things God command
into Godoés | ove and Christds persev
parameters, then to have confidence that the worloliblhgsd, and he will
equip his people tchikwork. When leaders fail to let go, they forget that the minis
never belonged to them in the first place. May our greatest legacy be to
successors better than us.
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Ponder

Who candntrust my confidence to today? Who is a younger, newer leader than
who | can raise?

Promise
ifiHe who began a good work in you wi
Jesus. 0 (Philippians 1:6)

Pfayer

Lord, help us to put our confidence in you. Help us to trust you that you can do ir
what you have done for us. Use us to be a channel of your love and power, to
and nurture your church to do your will.

— TSI T O—
Articleby the Reverend\belCheahthe servicepastorfor The Five,the evening

serviceof HolyTrinityBukitBintangHeis alsothe ChiefOperatin@fficeiof Alpha
AsiaPacific.
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March 30, 2022 Thessalonians 3%
A MODEL FOR YOU TO IMITATE

In the name of the Lord Jesus @lerisbmmand you, brothers and sisters, to
keep away fragmery believer who is idle and disamqgidoes not live
according to the teaching you received fromyasyourselves know how

you ought to follow our exai@evere not idle when we were wittogou,

did we eat anyoned6s food windghtout p
and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any
youWe did this, not because we do not have the right tolsuidh bedier

to offer ourselves as a model for you toRimitateen when we were with
youwe gave you this rul e:haflThenoon eece
hear that some amgog are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are
busybodieSuch people we command and urge in the Lord Jetus Christ
settle down and earn the food theyndads for you, brothers and sisters,
never tire of doing what is good. Take specibhnyone who does not obey

our instruction in this letter. Do not associate wittotdenthat they may

feel ashameXet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you woulc
a fellow believer. (2 Thessalonians 3%

Good role models! Where do we find them? Whether we like @loenmbtpwe
model our lives ®omeone. It can be our parents or someone we look up to as we
through the different  nahygespkdookap too u
popular people in society like artistes and sports personalitieshantivesdel
after them. Theseerolodels influenceasswdook aand copyheir lifestyle and
pattern of living.

Paul exhorts the believers in Thessalonica to look at him and his fellow minist
role models when he séystate U1 Thessalonians 1T)is is a call for tas
lookatthe servants of God in Scripture and through them tou@pristaay role

mod el and focus. P a bmitate ime, judt as@ also iimitdteh i
Chrisb So as Paul toicopy hinhedssltimatélyepoirtirmyltheneto e
imitate Christ.

One particular area which Paul addresses here is the issue(u¥idlé lijong
to misconceptions about the true meaning of the Christian life there were believe
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were living idle lives. They pradicingdletenpwhich means they were idling
around and not living purposeful Siveiarlysome of us also may choose to
become idle after reaching retiremeifithage.idlers were lazy, so much so that
they refused to work and earn afdivthgm and their families. They were strongly
rebuked and warned. We may come across some who choose to be idle for v
reasons but the danger is when it becomes a continuous pagienydifielstyle.

Paul exhorts by quoting the exampie arfichihis fellow workers who worked and
earned their living. He sayitld toil and labour we worked night and day, that w
might not be a burden to any 6f yoUThis i8 }he example that he exhorts the
believers to observe and follow. The Thessalonians wefexgivghean imitate

that they were to work and earn their living.

Todayas weface théemptation to remain idle and do nothing, we are rebuked
arise from our lazy slumber. We are called to imitate the Biblical role models |

Apostle Paul in living fruitful lives ultimately for the glory of God. Maki&sod give
grace to break free ffiteteryd

Ponder

Why do some peogitwose the option of being idle and lazy?
Promijse

If anyone is not willing to work, let him (®Thatslonian8:10)
Prayer

Father, help uskieakfree from idle living do goodnd to live our lives fully for
Your glory and praise. We pray this iond@seamen.

TSI O—
Article by the Reverend Jesvthden g h, Vi car of St . Ja
and PrieshkChar ge of St . Matt hewdbs Church

89



March 31, 2022 Thessaloniand@18

Peace that passes all understanding

fNow may the Lord of pdareself give you peace at all times and in every
way. The Lord be with all of lydRaul, write this greeting in my own
handwhich is the distinguishing mark in all my letters. This is hlosv | write.
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be wittbyoyalthessalonians 318p

At the end of his letter to the Thessalonians, Paul responds to a church facing tt
of persecution, false teachings and difficult dealings among her members. Ir
precarious circumstances, his appeal and encouaaggmeld, yet profound

that the church will find peace from the bearer of Pédhe i&adf whom they
worship.

The experiences of the Thessalonians were not confined to a particular time anc
T they are universal and are still being feil tiifienent shapes and forms. As we
reflecthrough recent time® need to acknowledge that the world is @keery br
place to live in. Creation cries a different song in the mornings, people cling to ac
in an attempt to make sense of their pain and suffering; others resort to lies anc
to survive and perpetuate hurt and we, as believers, are hrtmght doees in
prayer for any, and every sense of peace.

Paul 6s words of g r a cdeyeamingdfor ghe ehareh ins u
Thessalonica, and he leaves them witfoll ttessing: 1) thaace is found in

the presence of the Lord; and 2) that the peace from God guards the hea
believers, this is the assurdnteh at i n al | circumst a
surrounds and shields the heart, is fdusdeiry presence God 6 s sp e ac
comfort and resefreshing the soul and renewing hopxperience which
transcends human understanding.

As we look forward to the days ahead, let us journey on with the presence of G
who gies us his peace (John 14vialiguide and sustgwurspirit. Take heart, and

let us continue to serve the Author of Peace and soiiagbett®pe, love and
peace in the fields before us.
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Ponder

Do you have a place/space which is peaceful and/or reminds you of peace? If \
able to, visit that space, otherwise think of it and reflect on thdovolt@aminhg:
seek his presence every day and submit to his authority olemnnady lIifappl

the knowledge of Godés peace in al/l
Promise
inPeace | |l eave with you; my peace |

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do notde afraldo hn 14: 27 N

Prayer

Thank you, Lord for being the bearer of Peace, and for the assurance that
presence is with me in all circumstances. | admit that my heart has been trouble
| repent for any doubt or disbelief that goweamgn over all. | am choosing to
rest in you, to submit to your paadallow yougrace to be my strength to face
the days ahead. Amen.

Article bthe Rt RerendDd at 0 6 C h aretitec Avea Bishopuwtthe Northern
Peninsula. Bishop Charlesis e st at St Pawul 6s Churc
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April 1, 2021John 13:8,1217 Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday

Jesus answergdUn | es s | was hwiytohu , meg/.ow |
(John 13:8hb)

Webve come to the end of our explor
and now web6re invited, once again,
final Passover Meal here on earth. Seated with lsmwahe thave accompanied
him on his thrgear adventure from unknown Nazarene to renownedrkéaacle

But who was at the table with Jesus? Tradition suggests that it was just the
named apostles, but | suspect there were others, whose rdisagpbarad in
the mists of ti me. Passover was a
release from slavery in Egypt, S0
members were also present.

One of the things | have learned doyistay here, is just how much Malaysians
enjoy their food! When | asked how many meals Malaysians had each day, | w
6judttohasts @MBL9dhgé! mSadt yt h&t we
of the celebrations and family gatheringst we once t ook f
been able to gather around the tabl
to gather together as the family of
assumed that they would gather agéitidgiving year as usual. But this Passover
was differentas the evening meal was being served, Jesus moved from the plac
honour at the head of the table to the place of the house servant and knelt at th
bowl.

Traditionally when we read#tisage, we focus on the need for us to serve one
another in the way that Jesus served his disciples. But in verséf8 de mead
wash you, you hawendenibhe was aldo reminding themef.
the need to kneel regularlyepehtedly aisfeet to seek and receive forgiveness
of their sins?

As | have |l earned to kick off my sh
| also need to learn the importance of regular spiritual cleansing? Each time we
aroundtheld®d s Tabl e, we confess our Sins¢

as we approach Easter, can | suggest that a deeper and more profound confes
called for? If possible, spend time this evening in quiet contemplation. Invite th

92



Spirit to real those areas of your life which are not pleasing to God. Listen to
the Spirit says and bring what you hear before your Heavenly Father. Be hone
God and honest with yourselfedtsis to fall into bad spiritual habits, so let this
eveningda time of deep spiritual cleansing. Allow God to minister to you as he re
the dark areas of your life and receive his forgiveness.

Then, together we may journey to the cross unburdened by sin, ready to rece
that Jesus has prepared forsusgacelebrate his glorious resurrection once agair
this Easter. And | etds | ook forward
time when we will join with the heavenly throng in the eternal celebrations of th
Jerusalem.

Ponder

Il wonder what it must have been [|ik
shocked at his behaviour? Surprised? Or maybe confused? Imagine how you
react if something similar happened to you.

Promise

If we confess our sins, Haitisful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify L
from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:19)

Prayer

Father God, as we remember the events of that first Maundy Thursday, remind
you are always with us, especially when life shocks, surprises or confuse
Whatever happens in our lives, may we hold fast to your promises, trust in
unfailing ley and look forward to that day when we will sing your praises for all ete

— DA CITTO—

Article by the Reverend Jacqueline Raodwed|ican Priest, ordained in the Church
of England. She recently returned to Europe after three yddeddisragwinere
she ministered with AII Soul s6 I nte
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April 2, 2021John 19:280 Good Friday
It is finished !

fLater, knowing that everything had now been dimdskedthat

Scripture would be fulflledys said, | am Atahof wed y . 0
vinegawas there, gbey soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a
stal k of the hyssoWhehehadreceivach d | i
the drink, Jesus sdid, t i sWith thah hesbbwed hischead and

gave up his spirid (John 19:280)

Jesusk nowi ng that everyt@hmi®P28had now

The gospels record Jesus speaking seven times from the cross. We now come
final words. Jesus continues to be fully in cohiteahadibeen lived in obedience

t o his Fesus baa irodirs4:38NlyIfobds to do dhe will of him who sent
me and to finish his work."

6So St hiapt ur e wolohnd9:28)e f ul fil |l ed?d

Scripture reveals ©&o0doéoacwbompli §b8ss8s
late 2020 | undertook to read the Bible in three months. | had never read the t
such a short time before. |t gave m

how they all centred in his Son, Jesus €hostloMarking the passages idthe O
Testamenteferring tithe Suffering Sendaas | moved into taspeld, saw how
everything was coming together especially as | came tthbé&aspafddhn.
Jesus cried qut idifihisheéd ( J 80kamd rosedfrom the dead on the third day.

odamthirstg (John 19:28).

Jesus had been scourged, bleeding, hung on a cross undérefeufiening
Servarit The soldiers, as was the custom at a crucifixion, had a supply of chear
wineThey dipped a sponge into it and pressed it to his lips. Jesus then speaks
to hear.

Otisfinished (John 19: 30)

I n the original l anguage it is one
But this is no cry of defeat or simply an@ment. This particular word carries the
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idea that the task given has now b
many 6 has brathen th@leur das comd.haue brbught you glory
on earth by finishing the work you gavdan@abin 17;4)

owith that he bowed his head and gave up higspirt J 8t).n 1 9

This is not the usual way that the gospels speak of death. This woedihsisically
go to bed. No one took his life from him! Jesus gave his life bearingnthe punis
and guilt for our stBod made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him
might become the righteousness ofZ3@drinthians 5)21

All the action here is purposively @arribgbu LordJesus. In giving his, hie
bears in fulh his own body on the cross, that punishment for our sin which we |
deserve. Paid in full!

Ponder

Ephesiang:89, dForit is by graceyouhavebeensavedthrougHait® andthisis
notfromyourselveg,isthegiftofGod notbyworkssothatnoonecanboast

Promise

Roman$:12, irhereforesincewehavebeerjustifiedhrougltiaith wehavepeace
withGodthrouglourLordlesuChristthrouglivhonwehavegaineacces$yfaith
intothisgracanwhichwenowstand Andweboasinthehopeofthegloryof Godo

Prayer

Victorioutord,youaccomplishezh the crossourcompleteedemptiohrough
your perfectall sufficiensacrificesin is conqueredjeathis destroyedheaven
openedloGodbethegloryforeverandever Amen

TSI T o—
Articleby t he Ri ght Reverend Peter Task
I nternational Rel ati ons. Bi shop Tas:s

Penang.
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April 3, 2021John 19:382 Holy Saturday
THE COURAGE TO ACT WITH LOVE

fLater, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now
Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the
Jewish leadem/i t h Pi | at ebds pertmeibsdgi on,
awayHe was accompanied by Nicoddmausian who earlier had

visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about sevenfye pound$.a ki ng Jesusd6 body, the
it, with the spices, in strifiseiThis was in accordance with Jewish

burial customAt the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been
laidBecause it was the Jewish day of Prepamdtsince the tomb

was nedny,they laid Jesus there (John 19:382)

Holy Saturday was also the Sabbath Day, when no work could be done accor
Jewish custom. Hence the hurry to take down the body of Jesus and place it in :
J o h n 6éusit ofathee dassion has several differences from that of the other tl
Gospels and this short account is no exception, and they are significant.

Joseph of Arimathea is identified b
was Owai tiyndoexpodet &«knngdom of Godod.
their (the Councilds) plan of actio
John suggests that Joseph was a secret disciple because he feareddseslewish
OnlyinJohnels Joseph join up with Nicode
at ni ght o6. Ni codemus brings the ne
di sci ples had forsaken Jesus, fl ed

Jews d ( J oshtwo hadthek®@ujage totstepeup and go to Pilate and ask
the body of Jesus and then care for him with love, laying him in a garden tomb i
noone had laid before. This poses the questionréimascourageous discigles?

Christian actionword and deed has never been more important. Communities ac
the world are crying out for healing love, for justice and care. Yet our societies
often preoccupied with seeking their own survival and success. They need
challenged. In exaay life, however, it is very easy to conform to the herd. We do
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want to O60rock the boatodé by challeng
of our society, but in the conversations of our own life, at work and at home. A
Jesus digust that. He spoke out for love to guide life more than laws and the s
mores, and we are called to follow the example of Jesus. This may mean ¢
uncomfortable things, even being a bit unpopular. Joseph, although not a con
discipleofJesus di d not agree with the majo
by nighto, but he did the right thi
acting with courage for love, but they should certainly be at the forefront.

Ponder

Arethere times in your life and ministry, when you have been slow to speak out ¢
the herd or failed to act with love through lack of courage?

Promijse
Jesus said oO6the Holy Spirit will gu
amwi t h you al way ¢Mathei2B8.1achhe end of t he

Prayer

Heavenly Father, grant that | may, today and every day, be not slow to speak ¢
be given the courage to challenge in the cause of love; to speak and act
confidence, sieat you may bring new life and hope into needy hearts and lives, ir
pattern of Jesus Christ our Aardn

OO IO

Articleby the Reverend Canon Tony Bafoamér Canon Chancellor of Lichfield
Cathedral, England. Tony and his wife Annenaiogte@dlagsiAnglicanghen
theyvisited Lichfield during the years of our diocesan companion relationship.
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April 4, 2021John 20:118 Easter Day

| have seen the lord

Mary Magdalenent to thaisciplewith the news

Al have seen the Lord!o
And she told them that he had said these thimys to her.
(John 20:28

| have heard some people sharing that they hidneelswdnand some have heard
the Lord speaking to them; some in their dreams, some in their visions, yet |
literally with their own eyes or ears. | do not doubt them at all. Many live
transformed or changed by such events, including tRad{pdkieApostle John

in John 20 described that Mary Magdalene saw the risen Lord Jesus with her ov
and heardim speaking to her too.

Even decades after the event happened, he still remembered and has record
event affirmatively, and descitin his gospelividly depicting a very significant
and important incident in the lives of Mary Magdhlerselindeasure and wish

that day will come where everyone can see Jesus with their ownhayesithr hear
their own ears. | prag tay will come soon.

| personally have not seen Jesus with my own eyes but | havedliienalitihear
my own ears. This incident happened 43 years ago while praying one day and
hi m s Mysom gou dre not your own, for you atewstbughprice, with my
blood At that moment, | i mmediately f
release and confidence cameupdnbme. days | ater , I of f
fulkime service at a Sunday service. It is now history but significant for me, inde

The Call of God is so simple yet so powerful. It has changed many lives, includir
Magdalene atiteApostle Paul. It is a Call to adopting a simplé kfé&stylhich

is setapart for holiness, adoptingithiemy will but yours be dorentality,
constantly seekifgpeak Lord for your servant is reamithyve are unworthy
servants, we have onlydoneouridity s i s so contil,mey t
and mine firét.

The announcement of Mary Magdalene to the disciples was an announcement
beginning of a new eralife with the risen Christ, a life of emitues, a life in
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the Kingdom of God, a life of a true disciple of Jeslife, aflésus increasing
and | decreasing.

Ponder

Do | really want to see or hear from the Lord? Am | prepared to live a life fol
Jesuso6 Call which is differentlkePr om
Promise

Whom the Lord calls, he will also be equipped and prepared.

6 G & dot man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his
Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, antilfiiil tead ( Nu m
23:19)

Prayer

Almighty God, grant us grace to accept your goodness, faititfeingesr Will,
strength to press on towards the upward Call, love to experience your presenc
patience to hope for your appearing again; prepare our hearts to seek aftel
holiness, our minds your purity, and our souls your mercy. End askpnaye
name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, togetheranidithe Holy Spirit, one
Godnow andbrever. Amen.

ST O

Article by tHeightReveren®atuk Ng Moon Hing, ouB#thop of the Diocese of
West MalaysiBishop Moon Hing retired &iNa2ember 2020, after 13 years of
episcopaninistry in the Diocese of West Malaysia.
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COLLECTS
Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting @mdhate nothing you have svadiéorgive the sins of
all who arpenitent: create and make in us new and contritedteeetsyorthily
lamenting our siensd acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the (
of all mercperfect remission and forgivetlesagh Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reignvith you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Palm Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human rac
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer deat
the cross: grathat we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and
be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for €

Maundy Thsday

God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which your Son gav
Church to proclaim his death until he comes: may he nourish us by his presenc
unite us in his love; who is alive and reigns with you, in the uni§ypfithendoly
God, now and for ever.

Good Friday
Almighty Father, look with mercy on this your family for which our Lord Jesus
was content to be betrayed and given up into the hands of sinners and to suffe
upon the cross; who is alive arifieglavith you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

Easter Eve

Grant, Lord, that we who are baptized into the death of your Son our Saviour
Christ may continually put to death our evil desires and be buried with him; ar
through thgrave and gate of death we may pass to our joyful resurrection; thrc
his merits, who died and was buried and rose again for us, your Son Jesus Ch
Lord.

Easter Day

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of gaoreSon ove
the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, bein
to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom w
and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, nowraityl.in all et
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